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{the  Rationale  } 


WHY  WE  TEACH 


EXPOSITORY 
PREACHING 

AND  WHAT  WOULD  HAPPEN 
IF  WE  DIDNT 


Biblical  exposition  has  never  been  popular  among  advocates  of  liberal  theologies.  There 
is  nothing  surprising  about  this.  Theologically  they  have  jettisoned  biblical  inerrancy, 

and  so  it  naturally  follows  that  a  careful  and  cc^nsistent  exposition  would  not  be 
required  or  even  expecteci.  On  those  occasions  when  the  Bible  can  be  summoned  lor 
support,  they  will  allow  the  Scriptures  to  make  a  brief  appearance.  Once  its  usefulness 
has  been  served,  it  is  dismissed  from  the  playing  fielci  anci  sent  back  to  the  sidelines, 

where  it  spends  most  of  its  time. 


What  is  surprising  and  disheartening 
is  when  evangehcals  walk  this  same  path. 
Claiming  to  beUeve  in  an  infaUihle  and 
inerrant  Bible  and  affirming  that  it  is  alive 
and  powerful,  they  nonetheless  handle  it 
in  a  way  that,  in  my  mind,  raises  serious 
questions  of  theological  integrity  and  spir- 
itual wisdom.  In  terms  of  theological 
integrity,  such  preaching  betrays  two  con- 
victions: It  says  we  can  see  people  convert- 
ed and  brought  to  maturity  in  Christ  with- 
out the  consistent  teaching  of  the  whole 
counsel  of  God's  Word,  and  it  cjuestions 
the  judgment  of  God  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
inspiring  Scripture  to  be  written  as  we 
have  it.  Topical  preaching,  narrative 
preaching,  emerging  preaching  and,  yes. 


even  some  types  of  doctrinal  preaching, 
fundamentally  suggest  by  their  method 
and  practice  that  the  Holy  Spirit  should 
have  packaged  the  Bible  differently.  This  is 
spiritually  ignorant  at  best,  and  arrogant  at 
worst,  and  it  threatens  to  be  the  prevailing 
attitude  in  churches  that  are  not  grounded 
in  biblical  exposition. 

Some  evangelicals  have  argued  that 
biblical  exposition  cannot  reach  the  21st 
century  unbeliever  or  sufficiently  cctnnect 
with  believers.  Others  have  criticized 
expository  preaching  as  dry,  uninspiring 
and  irrelevant.  These  kinds  of  criticisms 
are  legitimate  if  you  are  critiquing  bad 
preaching.  However,  these  barbs  are  out  of 
bounds  if  engaging  exposition  is  the  target. 


I  am  convinced  that  the  need  fc^r  preach- 
ing that  is  faithful  and  inspiring,  exposito- 
ry and  engaging,  has  never  been  greater.  I 
am  further  convinced  that  Southeastern 
needs  to  be  at  the  forefront  of  a  move- 
ment to  restore  faithful  biblical  exposition 
to  its  proper  place  at  the  center  of 
America's  pulpits. 

Therefore  I  will  address  what  I  see  as 
seven  essential  reastms  why  we  must  teach 
effective,  engaging  expository  preaching.  I 
define  expository  preaching  as  text-driven 
preaching  that  honors  the  truth  of 
Scripture  as  it  was  given  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Discovering  the  God-inspired  meaning 
through  historical-grammatical-theological 
investigation    and    interpretation,  the 


{an    ESSAY   BY   DANIEL   L.  AKIN} 


preacher,  by  means  ot  engaging  and  com- 
pelling proclamation,  explains,  illustrates 
and  applies  the  meaning  ot  the  biblical  text 
in  submission  to,  ancl  in  the  power  of,  the 
Holy  Spirit,  preaching  tor  a  verdict  ot 
changed  lives. 

From  this  description,  we  caii  now 
examine  seven  important  and  essential  rea- 
sons for  reaching  expository  preaching. 

I.  Expository  Preaching  is 
Text-Driven  Preaching 

Mark  Dever  writes,  "The  first  mark  ot  a 
healthy  church  is  expository  preaching.  It  is 
not  only  the  first  mark;  it  is  tar  and  away 
the  most  important  of  them  all  because  it 
you  get  this  one  right,  all  of  the  others 
should  follow." 

Expository  preaching  allows  the 
Scripture  text  to  determine  both  the  suh- 
statice  and  the  structure  ot  the  message. 
How  one  structures  the  Scriptures  will 
determine  how  one  structures  the  sermon. 
The  faithful  expositor  will  reject  any 
method  that  would  entice  him  to  superim- 
pose his  preconceived  agenda  on  the  text. 
Further,  he  will  not,  as  Walt  Kaiser  states, 
"(Force  the]  text  to  answer  one  oi  his 
favorite  c]uestions  or  to  deal  with  one  ot 
the  contemporary  issues  ...  that  our  culture 
wants  to  have  solved."  The  faithful  exposi- 
tor will  make  sure  that  his  people  meet  the 
Gocf  who  inspired  the  text  and  is  in  the 
text. 

LInfortunately,  in  our  therapeutic  cul- 
ture, where  telt  needs  and  how-to  sermc^ns 
are  dominant  and  deemed  essential,  text- 
driven  preaching  is  viewed  as  inadeciuate. 
The  perspective  ot  many  is  expressecl  well 
in  an  article  entitled  "What  Is  The  Matter 
With  Preachmg.'" 

The  author  writes,  "Every  sermon 
should  have  tor  its  main  business  the  solv- 
ing ot  some  problem  -  a  vital,  important 
problem  puzzling  minds,  burdening  con- 
sciences, distracting  lives. 

"And  it  any  preacher  is  not  doing  this, 
even  though  he  have  at  his  disposal  both 
erudition  and  oratory,  he  is  not  function- 
ing at  all. 

"Preachers  who  pick  out  texts  from  the 
Bible  ai-id  then  proceed  to  give  their  his- 
toric settings,  their  logical  meaning  in  the 
context,  their  place  in  the  thecilogy  of  the 
writer,  are  grossly  misusing  the  Bible.  Let 
them  not  end  but  start  with  thinking  ot  the 
auclience's  vital  neecls,  anci  then  let  the 


whc^le  sermon  be  organized  around  their 
endeavc^r  to  meet  those  needs.  This  is  all 
good  serise  and  good  psychology." 

Interestingly,  this  statement  is  nc^t  the 
musings  ot  a  contemporary  pulpiteer.  Its 
author  is  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  who 
penned  these  words  in  1928. 
Contemporary  evangelicals  need  to  be 
careful  from  whose  homiletical  stream  they 
drink. 

2.  Expository  preaching 
honors  the  principle  of 
authorial  intent,  recogniz- 
ing that  the  ultimate 
AUTHOR  OF  Scripture  is  the 
Holy  Spirit,  God  Himself. 

The  faithful  expositor  is  humbled,  even 
haunted,  by  the  realization  that  wheii  he 
stands  to  preach,  he  stands  to  preach  what 
has  been  given  by  the  Holy  Spirit  ot  God. 
Why  is  he  haunted?  Because  he  under- 
stands that  what  is  before  his  eyes  is  divine- 
ly inspired  by  God,  and  he  trembles  at  the 
very  thought  ot  abusing,  neglecting  or 
altering  what  God  Himself  wrote.  Yes,  the 
Bible  is  best  cfescribed  as  the  Word  ot  God 
written  in  the  words  of  men.  However,  it  is 
ultimately  the  Word  of  God,  and  the 
divine  author's  intended  meaning  as 
deposited  iir  the  text  should  be  honoreci. 

Charles  Spurgecin  notes,  "A  sermon 
comes  with  tar  greater  power  to  the  con- 
sciences of  the  hearers  when  it  is  plainly 
the  very  Word  of  God  -  not  a  lecture  about 
the  Scripture,  but  Scripture  itself  opened 
up  and  enforced. 

"I  will  further  recommend  you  to  hold 
to  the  ipsissbna  verba,  the  very  Words  ot  the 
Holy  Ghost.  Those  sermons  which 
expound  the  exact  words  ot  the  Holy  Spirit 
are  the  most  useful  and  most  agreeable  to 
the  major  part  of  our  congregations.  They 
love  to  have  the  words  themselves 
explained  and  expounded." 

Haddon  Robinson  adds,  "When  a 
preacher  tails  to  preach  the  Scriptures,  he 
ahandoi"is  his  authority.  He  confronts  his 
hearers  no  longer  with  a  word  from  God 
but  only  with  another  word  from  men." 

3.  Scripture  must  be  inter- 
preted AND  UNDERSTOOD  AS 


IT  WAS  GIVEN  TO  THE  ORIGINAL 

AUDIENCE. 

The  text  cannot  mean  today  what  it  did 
not  mean  then. 

This  principle  cioes  not  neglect  the  fact 
that  the  faithful  expositor  must  build  a 
sturdy  bricfge  between  the  historical  audi- 
ence and  their  context  and  the  audience  he 
addresses  here  and  now.  It  does  mean  he 
will  not  eisegete  the  text,  reaciing  into  it  the 
preconceived  notic^ns  of  his  own  imagiiia- 
tion  or  interest. 

Further,  he  will  not  injure  the  inspired 
text  with  a  fanciful  ancf  irresponsible 
hermeneutic  that  surpasses  the  allegorist  of 
the  medieval  period.  As  evangelical  exposi- 
tors, we  must  continue  to  attirm  that  "the 
meaning  is  one,  though  the  applications 
are  many."  We  must  honor  the  text  as  it 
was  given  and  as  it  would  have  been  under- 
stood by  the  original  audience. 

This  principle  does  not  ignore  the 
divine  authorship  ot  Scripture,  the  concept 
ot  the  whole  canon,  the  flow  and  laature  of 
redemptive  histciry,  or  the  intriguing  issue 
of  SensK.s  Plenior. 

As  Kevin  Vanhoozer  argues,  and  I  fitid 
his  argument  compelling,  "'the  fuller  mean- 
ing' ot  Scripture  -  themeaning  associated 
with  divine  authorship  -  emerges  only  at 
the  level  ot  the  whole  canon. ..the  canon  as 
a  whole  becomes  the  tmitied  act  for  which 
the  divine  intention  serves  as  the  unifying 
prit"iciple.  The  divine  intention  supervenes 
on  the  intenticin  ot  the  human  authc~)rs. 
The  Spirit  will  apply  meaning,  not  change 
it." 

In  other  words,  implications  and  signif- 
icances embedded  in  the  meaning  of  the 
text,  in  light  ot  the  whole  canon,  may  cer- 
tainly come  to  light.  This  will  provide  bal- 
ance as  well  as  a  healthy  affirmation  of  the 
principle  of  prcigressive  revelation. 

4.  Historical-grammatical- 
theological  INTERPRETATION 
WILL  BEST  DISCOVER  BOTH  THE 
TRUTH  OF  THE  TEXT  AND  THE 

THEOLOGY  OF  THE  TEXT. 

It  is  my  conviction  that  biblical  theolo- 
gy is  prior  to  systematic  theology,  but  that 
biblical  theology  must  always  proceed  to 
systematic  theology.  The  hesitancy  on  the 
part  of  some  biblical  scholars  to  follow 
through  on  this  latter  point  is  unwise  and 
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unacceptable.  Allowini^  the  priority  cit  bil> 
lical/exegetical  theok~>gy  will  result  in  a 
more  taithtul  and  honest  interpretaticin, 
hut  it  will  also  demand  more  tension  in 
one's  theological  system. 

Doctrinal/theological  preaching  is 
noticeably  absent  in  the  modern  ptilpit. 
Theological  and  biblical  illiteracy  is  the 
heavy  price  being  paid.  As  the  preacher 


((I 


This  approach  will  guide  us  in  having  a 
theocentric/christocentric  homiletic  and 
theology.  It  will  make  sure  that  the  real 
hero  of  the  Bible  is  always  on  display:  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  It  will  serve  as  an  effec- 
tive vaccine  to  the  psychological,  therapeu- 
tic, teel-good  or  mystical/personalistic  dis- 
eases that  have  infected  the  church.  It  will 
keep  Jesus  preeminent  and  the  gospel  front 


for  want  of  an  i.uitlet  to  put  into  practice 
what  they  have  learned,  even  it  you  deliver 
an  outstanding  oration. 

Exhortation  mirst  also  be  an  essential 
aspect  of  Biblical  proclamation.  This  ele- 
ment addresses  the  will.  We  must  call  our 
people  ti>  action,  raise  the  bar  and  chal- 
lenge them  to  reach  for  it.  On  the  day  of 
Pentecost,   Peter  "strongly  urged  them" 


I  am  ...  convinced  that 
Southeastern  needs  to  be  at 
the  forefront  of  a  movement 
to  restore  faithful  biblical  expo- 
sition to  its  proper  place  at  the 
center  of  America's  pulpits.*' 


exegetes  both  his  text  and  audience,  he 
should  be  sensitive  to  the  theological  truths 
contained  in,  and  supported  by,  the  text. 
He  must  endeavor  to  develop  a  strategy  that 
will  allow  him  to  convey  these  truths  in  a 
clear,  winsome  and  rele\'ant  manner. 

Now,  we  need  to  be  honest  and  forth- 
right at  this  point.  It  is  impossible  to 
preach  without  preaching  some  type  of  the- 
olog7  or  doctrine.  However,  an  unhealthy 
allegiance  to  a  particidar  tradition  c^f  theol- 
ogy will  give  you  a  nice,  tight,  clean  theo- 
logical system,  but  it  will  also  lead  you  to 
squeeze  and  twist  certain  texts  of  Scripture 
in  order  to  force  them  into  your  theologi- 
cal mold  or  grid. 

I  believe  a  better  way  is  to  let  your  exe- 
gesis drive  your  theology.  Let  your  theolog- 
ical system  be  shaped  by  Scripture  and  not 
the  reverse.  You  will  most  certainly  have 
more  tension,  more  mystery,  but  you  will 
be  more  true  to  the  text  of  Holy  Scripture, 
and  you  will  embrace  and  cultivate  a  more 
healthy  theology. 

In  this  context,  I  would  encourage  us 
to  always  ask  of  every  text  two  questions, 
and  to  ask  them  in  this  order,  something 
seeker  and  emerging  types  usually  fail  to 
do:  1)  What  does  this  text  say  about  God.' 
and  2)  What  does  this  text  say  about  fallen 
humanity? 


and  center. 

A  steady  diet  of  exegetical  theolo,gy 
fleshed  out  in  expi)sitory  preaching  is  a  cer- 
tain cure  oi  the  spiritual  anemia  that 
afflicts  too  many  oi  our  churches. 

5. The  TASK  of  preaching  is 

INCOMPLETE  WITHOUT  THE 
NECESSARY  COMPONENTS  OF 
ILLUSTRATION,  APPLICATION 

AND  EXHORTATION. 

Illustrations  are  windows  that  help  our 
audience  see  clearly  into  the  house  of  the 
sermon.  They  bring  clarity,  touch  the 
heart,  nn)ve  the  emotions,  and  re\'eal  that 
Scripture  works  in  real  life.  Biblical  warrant 
for  illustrations  in  biblical  prticlamation 
need  only  look  to  Jesus,  the  master  illustra- 
tor. 

Application  addresses  the  action  that 
needs  to  take  place  on  the  part  of  the  audi- 
ence, action  that  should  result  from  the 
message.  Again,  I  believe  there  are  two 
additional  cjuestions  that  we  must  ask  and 
answer  each  and  every  time  we  preach  and 
teach  the  Word  of  God:  1)  What  do  I  want 
my  people  to  know.'  :mi.l  2)  What  elo  I  want 
my  people  to  do.' 

If  the  latter  c|uestion  is  not  ai.lec|uately 
addressed,  your  audience  will  be  frustrated 


(Acts  2:40).  When  Paul  was  at  Corinth,  he 
"tried  to  persuade  both  Jews  and  Greeks" 
(Acts  18:4).  In  his  final  words  to  his  son  in 
the  ministry,  Paul  wrote  to  Timothy, 
"rebuke,  correct,  and  encourage  with  great 
patience  and  teaching"  (2  Timothy  4:2). 

Illustration,  application  and  exhorta- 
tion are  not  optional  in  a  comprehensive 
job  Llescription  for  the  faithful  expositor 
and  shepherd  of  the  Lon.rs  sheep. 

6.  From  beginning  to  end, 
the  entire  process  of  bibli- 
cal exposition  must  take 
place  in  absolute  and  com- 
plete submission  to  the 
Holy  Spirit. 

J.  H.  Jowett  captured  the  essence  of 
what  we  are  after  when  we  stand  to  pro- 
claim the  Word  of  Goi.1.  There  is  a  sober- 
ing ani.1  piercing  natinv  to  what  he  says: 
"What  we  are  after  is  not  that  folks  shall  say 
at  the  enel  of  it  all,  'What  an  excellent  ser- 
mon!' That  is  a  measured  failure.  You  are 
there  to  have  them  say  when  it  is  over, 
'What  a  great  God!'  It  is  something  for  men 
not  to  have  been  in  yoiu"  presence  but  in 
His." 

All  that  v\'e  i,lo  in   preparation  and 
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proclamation  ot  the  Bible  should  take 
place  in  humble  submission  to  the  Holy 
Spirit.  In  the  stucly,  as  we  analyze  the  text, 
study  the  grammar,  parse  the  verbs,  consult 
commentaries,  and  gather  the  raw  materi- 
als for  the  message,  we  should  seek  His 
guidance  and  confess  our  dependence  on 
Him. 

When  we  stand  to  preach,  to  minister 
the  Word  to  our  people,  again  we  must 
plead  tor  His  filling  and  direction.  Word 
and  Spirit  was  a  hallmark  of  the 
Reformers,  and  it  must  be  the  same  with 
us.  Submission  to  the  Spirit  is  no  substi- 
tute and  no  excuse  for  shirking  the  hard 
work  ot  the  stuciy.  However,  a  homiletical 
masterpiece  will  be  of  little  value  without 
the  ministry  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

One  final  word  on  this  point  is  instruc- 
tive. Jesus  said  in  John  15:26,  "When  the 
Counselor  comes,  whom  1  will  send  to  you 
from  the  Father  -  the  Spirit  ot  truth  who 
proceeds  from  the  Father  -  He  will  testify 
about  Me." 

And  again  in  John  16:14,  Jesus  saicJ, 
"He  [the  Holy  Spirit]  will  glorify  Me." 

Call  it  what  you  will,  preaching  that 
does  not  exalt,  magnify  and  glorify  the 
Lord  Jesus  is  not  Christian  preaching. 
Preaching  that  does  not  present  the  gospel 
ancJ  call  men  and  women  to  repent  of  sin 
and  place  their  faith  in  the  death  and  res- 
urrection c^f  Jesus  Christ  is  ncit  gospel 
preaching. 

We  are  not  Jewish  rabbis  or  scribes, 
and  this  truth  should  guicJe  us  in  how  we 
handle  the  Old  Testament.  Jesus  Himself 
provicies  the  hermeneutical  key  in  Luke  24. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  are  not  journey 
guides,  self-helpers,  positive  thinkers,  or 
liberal  or  conservative  commentatcirs,  par- 
roting the  wiscJom  of  the  world,  true 
though  it  sometimes  may  be. 

We  are  gospel  preachers,  Jesus-intoxicat- 
eci  heralds  by  virtue  ot  the  incJwelling  and 
tilling  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Submission  to  the 
Spirit  will  lead  to  exaltation  of  the  Son. 

7.  Changed  lives  for  the 
GLORY  OF  God  is  always 

THE  GOAL  FOR  WHICH  WE 

STRIVE.  Therefore  it  is  a 

SIN,  OF  THE  MOST  SERIOUS 
SORT,  TO  PREACH  THE  WORD 


OF  God  in  a  boring  and 

UNATTRACTIVE  FASHION. 

I  agree  with  Charles  KoUer  who  says, 
"It  is  more  important  clumsily  to  have 
something  to  say  than  cleverly  to  say  noth- 
ing." 

However,  in  Ecclesiastes  12:9-10 
Solomon  says,  "...the  Preacher  also  taught 
the  people  knowledge;  and  he  pondered, 
searched  out  and  arranged  many  proverbs. 
The  Preacher  sought  to  find  delightful 
words  and  to  write  words  of  truth  correctly." 

In  the  multimedia,  entertainment  satu- 
rated culture  in  which  we  live,  I  repeatecJly 
tell  my  students,  "What  you  say  is  more 
important  than  how  you  say  it,  but  how 
you  say  it  has  never  been  mcire  important." 

Restricting  ourselves  to  the  American 
context,  since  that  is  where  the  vast  major- 
ity ot  us  live  and  minister,  I  would  proffer 
several  observations  concerning  attractive 
and  engaging  exposition  that  keeps  a  "wise 
eye"  on  the  aucfience. 

First,  do  not  neglect  the  crucial  impor- 
tance c^t  the  intrc^cJuction.  You  have  3-5 
minutes  to  win  their  attention  or  lose  their 
interest.  More  sermons  fail  here  than  prob- 
ably anywhere  else. 

Second,  we  cannot  improve  on  the  three 
canons  of  Aristotle's  rhetoric,  hi  the  com- 
munication event,  we  must  weave  together 
in  an  attractive  tapestry  Logos  (what).  Ethos 
(who),  arid  Pathos  (how).  Content  is  essen- 
tial, credibility  is  crucial,  and  delivery  is  of 
no  small  importance.  Aristotle  reminds  us, 
"it  is  not  enough  to  knew  what  to  say  -  one 
must  know  how  to  say  it." 

Third,  be  relevant.  The  wise  preacher 
will  exegete  both  the  scriptures  and  the  cul- 
ture. He  understands  that  he  must  know 
each  equally  well.  Luther  understood  this. 
He  said,  "If  I  profess  with  the  loudest  voice 
and  clearest  exposition  every  portion  ot  the 
truth  of  God  except  precisely  that  little 
point  which  the  world  ancJ  the  devil  are  at 
that  moment  attacking,  I  am  not  confess- 
ing Christ,  hcwever  boldly  I  may  be  pro- 
fessing Christ." 

Fourth,  realize  that  bad  preaching  will 
sap  the  life  of  the  church.  It  will  kill  its  spir- 
it, dry  up  its  truit,  and  eventually  empty  its 
buildings.  It  we  wc^ulcl  dare  he  honest,  we 
must  say  bad  preaching  is  no  preaching.  It 
is  preaching  not  worthy  of  the  name. 

William  Willimcm,  former  dean  ot  the 
chapel  at  Duke  University,  said  some  years 


ago,  "today's  conservatives  sound  like  yes- 
terday's liberals."  In  a  fascinating  article 
titled  "Been  there,  preached  that," 
(Leadership,  Fall  1995),  Willimon,  describ- 
ing himself  as  a  "mainline-liberab 
Protestant-Methodist-type  Christian, 
sounded  a  prophetic  warning  to  evangeli- 
cals not  to  be  seduced  by  the  sirens  of 
mocJernity  and  follow  the  tragic  path  of 
insignificance  which  mainline  denomina- 
tic^ns  have  trod. 

"Last  fall,  as  /  was  preparing  in  my  office 
for  the  Sunday  service,  the  telephone  rang, " 
Willimon  u'rote. 

'"Wlio's  preaching  in  Duke  Chapel  toiayV 
asked  a  nasal,  Yankee-sounding  voice. 

"I  cleared  my  throat  and  answered, 
'Reverend  Doctor  William  Willimon. ' 

'"Wlio's  that.""'"  asked  the  voice. 

'"The  Dean  of  the  Chapel,'  I  answered  in  a 
sonorous  tone. 

"'I  hope  he  won't  be  preaching  politics.  I've 
had  a  rough  week  and  I  need  to  hear  about 
God.  My  Baptist  church  is  so  eaten  up  with  pol- 
itics, I've  got  to  hear  a  sermon!' 

"When  you  have  to  come  to  a  Methodist  for 
a  biblical  sermon,  that's  pitiful. " 

Luther,  in  a  different  day  tci  be  sure, 
saw  the  church  in  a  similar  condition.  He 
did  not  ctespair  tor  he  saw,  as  we  must  see, 
the  antidote  that  will  cure  the  patient.  In 
his  A  Treatise  on  Christian  Libert^i,  he  throws 
down  the  gauntlet  anci  gives  us  final  words 
to  guide  us  and  inspire  us: 

"Let  us  then  consider  it  certain  and 
conclusively  established  that  the  soul  can 
do  without  all  things  except  the  Word  of 
God,  and  that  where  this  is  not  there  is  no 
help  tor  the  soul  in  anything  else  whatever. 

"But  it  it  has  the  Word  it  is  rich  and 
lacks  nothing,  since  this  Word  is  the  Word 
of  lite,  ot  truth,  ot  light,  of  peace,  of  right- 
eousness, of  salvation,  of  joy,  of  liberty,  of 
wiscJom,  of  power,  of  grace,  of  glory,  and  of 
every  blessing  beyond  our  power  to  esti- 
mate." 

To  Luther's  word  we  should  all  voice  a 
hearty,  "Amen,  and  amen."  Let  us  go  forth 
teaching  the  Bible  book  by  book,  chapter 
by  chapter,  verse  by  verse,  phrase  by  phrase, 
and  word  by  wc^rd.  Goci  has  promised  to 
bless  such  preaching.  Let  us  take  Him  at 
His  Word. 
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Building  a  library  for 
expository  preaching 

Those  who  would  become  world-class  expositors 
must  be  continually  challenging  themselves  and  learn- 
ing more  about  their  craft,  and  that  means  having  a 
library  stocked  with  helpful  titles  on  the  importance 
and  method  of  expository  preaching. 

The  list  of  books  below  are  among  those  recom- 
mended by  Southeastern's  president,  Daniel  Akin,  in 
his  booklet,  Building  a  Theological  Library. 


Anointed  Expository 
Preaching 

Stephen  F.  Olford,  with 
David  L  Olford 


What  is  expository 
preaching? 


From  notable  leaders 


Mark  Harris 

Pastor,  First 
Baptist  Church  of 
Charlotte,  N.C. 


"I  define  expository  preaching  as  'letting  God's  Word  speak  to 
the  hearts  of  people.'  So  many  times  in  our  culture  we  try  to 
speak  for  God  rather  than  allowing  God  to  speak  for  Himself. 
It  is  so  very  important  because  people  ail  over  this  world  are 
looking  for  answers  to  the  basics  of  living  life.  When  we  as 
preachers  and  proclaimers  of  God's  Word  offer  anything  out- 
side or  beyond  the  principles  of  Scripture,  then  we  have  at  the 
very  least  short-changed  our  listeners." 

R.Albert 
Mohler,  Jr. 

President,The 
Southern  Baptist 
Theological 
Seminary 

"Genuine  exposition  takes  place  when  the  preacher  sets  forth 
the  meaning  and  message  of  the  biblical  text  and  makes  clear 
how  the  Word  of  God  establishes  the  identity  and  worldview 
of  the  church  as  the  people  of  God.  Expository  preaching  is 
central,  irreducible,  and  nonnegotiable  to  the  Bible's  mission  of 
authentic  worship  that  pleases  God." 


Johnny  Hunt 

Pastor,  First 
Baptist  Church  of 
Woodstock,  Ga. 


"Expository  preaching  is  taking  a  text,  within  its  context,  and 
giving  explanation  thereof.  It  is  getting  a  good  understanding 
of  its  words  and  their  meaning,  and  oudining  it  in  such  a  way 
that  we  can  exegetically  give  understanding  to  the  hearts  and 
minds  of  those  who  are  the  listeners  and  receivers  as  well  as 
to  the  one  who  is  the  presenter  Expository  preaching  gives 
us  the  opportunity  to  stay  away  from  being  a  'Issues'  preacher 
and  preaching  the  truth  of  God's  Word  that  would  deal  with 
the  issues  in  the  people's  lives.  We  need  to  get  back  to  ... 
allowing  the  truth  of  God's  Word  to  do  its  divine  work  in 
people's  lives." 
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SEB.MON 

The  Passion  and  Ministry  of  Wayne  McDill 


When  Wayne  McDill  responded  to 
God's  call  into  the  gospel  ministry  at  16, 
those  closest  to  him  weren't  surprised. 

"I  was  in  worship  service,"  McDill 
remembers  about  the  day  the  Lord  called 
him  into  ministry.  "I  don't  remember 
what  (the  sermon)  was  about,  but  I  knew 
that  the  Lord  was  calling  me  in  some  way 
or  another.  So  I  went  to  talk  to  my  pastor 
about  it  afterward,  and  he  had  a  big  tear 
running  down  his  face  and  said  he'd  been 
praying  tor  me  to  that  effect  for  years. 
And  I  didn't  know  it.  Then  1  went  to  tell 


my  mother  about  it,  and  she  said  that  she 
had  declicated  me  to  the  Lord  before  I  was 
born.  She  never  told  me  that  either. 

"Neither  of  them  ever  told  me  that 
they  were  plotting  against  me  that  I  would 
be  in  the  ministry,"  he  says  with  a  chuck- 
le. 

N(.w,  years  later,  McDill  is  shaping 
others  for  pastc^ral  ministry  by  teaching 
them  a  subject  that  has  been  a  passion  of 
his  for  many  years  -  expository  preaching. 
Building  on  15  years  of  pastoral  experi- 
ence and  another  26  as  a  professor  of 


preaching,  McDill  teaches  courses  in 
preaching  at  Southeastern  Seminary  and 
has  authored  several  books,  including  The 
12  Essential  'iMW.i  for  Great  Preaching,  a 
widely  heralded  contribution  to  the  field 
of  homiletics  which  has  become  a  staple 
at  more  than  50  schools  in  North 
America  and  abroad. 

With  both  a  Spanish  and  Romanian 
edition  to  its  credit,  the  book's  popularity 
lies  in  the  way  it  guides  pastors  through 
the  often-ciifticult  transition  from  biblical 
text  to  21st  century  sermon,  all  in  a  way 
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[STOKY   BY   KYLE  SMITH] 


that  maintains  biblical  tideliry  by  allowing 
the  text  ot  Scripture  to  shape  the  pastc^r's 
message. 

McDill  said  he  regularly  receives  teeJ- 
back  from  students  who  are  amazed  at 
how  much  God  is  blessing  the  preaching 
of  His  Word  in  local  churches  aritimLl  the 
country. 

"Through  these  last  16  or  17  years  that 
I've  been  teaching  here,  I've  had  many 
reports  from  churches,"  McDill  said. 
"Students  come  back  and  say,  'The  people 
at  my  church  say  they've  never  heard  this 
before.  This  is  new  to  them  because  I'm 
preaching  through  the  text.' 


with  the  extent  to  vs'hich  the  sermon 
reflects  the  Bible  text  -  the  purpose  of  the 
text,  the  subject  of  the  text  and  the  mate- 
rial of  the  text.  1  had  Dr.  Brown  tor  every 
course  I  could  take.  He  was  exploring 
what  was  sort  of  new  territory.  At  that 
time,  I  knew  ot  two  preachers,  cTne  in 
Arkansas  and  t:)ne  in  Texas,  that  were 
known  to  be  expositors  -  only  two." 

In  tact,  at  that  time  McDill  can't  even 
remember  referring  to  the  discipline  as 
"expository  preaching"  -  a  designation 
that  would  catch  on  later  -  and  instead 
simply  called  it  "biblical  preaching." 
Regardless  of  the  name,  to  McDill  it  made 


preach  the  Scriptures." 

At  Southeastern  Seminary,  McDill 
does  not  stand  alone  in  his  convictiori 
about  the  importance  ot  exptisitory 
preaching.  To  a  man,  the  members  of  the 
Southeastern  faculty  are  committed  tcT  the 
discipline  and  encourage  their  students  to 
become  expositors  ot  the  Word,  perhaps 
none  more  so  than  President  Daniel 
Akin. 

When  he  arrived  at  Southeastern, 
Akin  wasted  no  time  in  making  it  known 
that  he  wantei.1  Southeastern  Seminary  to 
be  known  as  a  place  that  raised  up  faithtul 
expository  preachers.  Listening  to  Akin's 


"It  is  a  responsibility  as  called 
preachers  to  preach  what 
God  says  and  not  what  we 
say.  And  the  only  way  to  do 
that  is  to  preach  the 
Scriptures" 

Wayne  McDill 
Senior  Professor  of  Preaching 


"So  the  people  really  respond  positive- 
ly to  it.  They  like  it,  for  the  most  part. 
There  is  some  new  material  because  they 
have  never  heard  the  Bible  preached  very 
much.  They  just  usually  hear  the  religious 
views  of  the  pastor.  So  it's  been  a  very  pos- 
itive experience.  I  have  a  tile  tilled  with 
letters  from  students  and  people  who  have 
read  the  textbook  who  have  been  students 
ot  mine  who  said,  'This  has  re\'olution- 
ized  my  thinking  about  preaching  and  has 
changed  my  preaching.'  And  so  that's  very 
gratifying." 

McDill  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
expository  preaching  was  the  best  way  to 
commtmicate  God's  Word  from  the  pul- 
pit while  a  student  at  Southwestern 
Seminary  under  Dr.  H.C.  Brown. 

"Dr.  H.C.  Brown  had  written  a  book 
about  recovering  biblical  authority  in 
preaching,"  McDill  said,  "and  that  luiok 
connected  authority  in  preaching  elirectly 


sense. 

"From  then  on,  I  was  trying  to  do  that 
kind  of  preaching,"  he  said.  "I  was  trying 
to  let  the  text  shape  the  sermon." 

Why  expository  preaching?  McDill's 
answer  is  simple  -  the  pastor  has  a  funda- 
mental obligation  to  proclaim  GckI's 
words  from  the  pulpit. 

"I  think  we  preach  expository  mes- 
sages because  it's  the  right  thing  to  do," 
McDill  said.  "We  believe  that  the  Bible  is 
God's  Word  written,  and  we  want  to  pro- 
claim His  Word. ..There  are  a  lot  ot 
preachers  who  claim  to  be  expository 
preachers  who  are  not.  They  i^lon't  let  the 
text  message  shape  the  sermon.  They  take 
a  little  something  from  the  text,  and 
because  they  ha\'e  dealt  with  the  text  at 
all,  they  think  that  it's  exposition.  But  it's 
not. ..It  is  a  responsibility  as  called  preach- 
ers to  preach  what  God  says  and  not  what 
we  say.  And  the  only  way  to  do  that  is  to 


initial  address  to  the  faculty,  McDill 
ccTuldn't  ha\'e  agreed  more. 

"At  Dr.  Akin's  first  faculty  meeting...! 
stcTod  up  ani.!  saitl,  'Welcome  to 
Southeastern.  We're  glad  you're  back. 
And  especially,  welcome  to  the  preaching 
faculty.'  Having  the  president  on  the 
preaching  faculty  is  a  very  positive  thing. 
And  having  Dr.  Akin  so  strongly  commit- 
ted to  exposition  is  a  very  positive  thing 
becatise  that  means  that  the  whole  sclnxil 
-  and  he,  of  course,  is  not  the  imly  one  - 
our  v\  hole  faculty  is  committed  to  exposi- 
tory preaching.  It's  not  that  they  would  all 
say  that's  the  only  way  to  preach,  hut  they 
woLild  all  say  that  is  definitely  the  best  way 
to  let  the  ScriptLue  speak.  So  it's  an  envi- 
ronment in  which  Dr.  Akin  makes  a 
tremendous  contribution,  but  the  whole 
faculty  is  conmiittetl  in  that  direction." 

And  that  is  a  (.lirection  Wayne  McDill 
is  \'ery  happy  about. 
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■[  The  Expository  Method  ]■ 


MOVING  FFLOM  THE 


B 


I 


B 


E 


INTO  THE 


PULPIT 


HOW  TO  PREACH  EXPOSITIONALLY 


"It  is,  perhaps,  an  overbold  beginning,  but  I  will  venture  to  say  that  with  its  preaching, 

Christianity  stands  or  falls." 
P.T.  Forsyth 


Expository  preaching  is  much  more 
than  a  "type"  of  sermon  or  a  "style"  ot 
preaching  -  it  is,  in  its  truest  sense,  a 
methodology  resulting  from  a  theology. 

In  other  words,  expository  preaching  is 
the  ciirect  result  ot  our  high  view  ot 
Scripture.  Since  the  Bible  is  the  Worci  ot 
God  -  inerrant,  infallible,  and  inspired  - 
then  we  must  commit  ourselves  to  the 
method  ot  preaching  that  most  honors 
God's  revelation  in  Holy  Scripture. 
Expository  preaching  by  definition  takes 
seriously  the  context  and  the  content  ot 
God's  revelation.  It  is  saying  what  God  says 
in  the  Bible,  echoing  the  text  of  Scripture, 
or  as  J.I.  Packer  says,  "Letting  texts  talk." 
The  burning  cjuestion  on  the  heart  cif  every 
expositor  of  the  Word  ot  God  is,  "How  do 
I  best  get  this  text  to  talk.'" 

Yet  before  we  Kxik  at  the  metlwd  o\ 
expository  preaching,  we  must  tirst  consid- 
er what  we  are  aiming  tor  in  terms  ot  our 


preaching.  For  example,  is  the  aim  ot 
expository  preaching  simply  the  exchange 
ot  information  about  the  Bible.'  Is  the  aim 
of  expository  preaching  to  fill  the  mind 
with  doctrine  apart  from  life  application? 

I  believe  the  aim  of  all  preaching  is  the 
glory  of  God  through  spiritual  transforma- 
tion. More  specific,  the  goal  of  a  Spirit- 
empoivercd,  expository  ministry  of  the  Word  of 
God  is  to  change  lives  through  preaching  that 
engages  the  mind,  inflames  the  heart,  moves  the 
uall,  and  c'n,i,v)uic'r,s  faith  in  the  hearer. 

The  expositor's  authority  and  confi- 
dence rests  in  the  sufficiency  and  power  of 
the  Word  ot  God  to  impact  the  mind, 
heart,  will  and  faith  ot  listeners  (see 
Matthew  7:26;  Luke  24:27-32;  Acts  2:37; 
Acts  8:  30-35;  Romans  10:17,  II  Timothy 
3:16).  With  transformation  as  the  goal  of 
our  preaching,  what  process  can  lead  us  to 
preach  taithtul  and  engaging  expository 


Surrender  Yourself  to  the 
Spirit's  Illumination 

The  psalmist's  words  should  be  the 
beginning  of  any  cf  iscussitm  of  a  process  of 
exposition:  "Open  my  eyes  that  I  may  see 
wonderful  things  in  your  law"  (Psalm 
119:18).  Jesus  says  in  John  16:13,  "But 
when  He,  the  Spirit  of  truth  comes.  He  will 
guide  you  into  all  truth." 

As  expositors,  we  must  begin  our  work 
in  absolute  dependence  upon  the  Spirit  of 
God.  This  is  the  "dynamic"  element  of 
preaching,  where  we  submit  to  the  author- 
ity of  God's  Word  and  prepare  c~iur  hearts 
and  minds  to  receive  the  Spirit's  illumina- 
tion ot  the  Scriptures. 

ThroLigh  prayer  and  contession,  we  are 
surrendering  ourselves  to  God  and  plead- 
ing for  His  Spirit  to  till  us  and  guide  us 
into  all  truth.  We  confess  our  inadequacy 
and  cry  out  to  God  tor  His  help.  His  wis- 
dom,  ;u"id  His  power. 


{essay   by   GKEG   II  E  I  S  L  E  K  ] 
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Saturate  Yourself  in  the 
Spirit's  Inspiration 

Once  we  have  spiritually  prepared  our 
heart  to  receive  the  Word,  we  must  identity 
a  portion  of  Scripture  that  will  serve  as  our 
textual  unit.  Preaching  systematically  and 
sequentially  through  a  book  ot  the  Bible  is 
advantageous  tor  two  reasons:  1)  The  next 
textual  unit  to  be  covered  flows  from  and 
builds  upon  the  previous  week's  text,  and  2) 
The  expositor  stays  within  the  flow  and 
development  of  the  biblical  writer's 
thought. 

Expounding  a  textual  unit  is  often 
referred  to  as  "paragraph  preaching"  in 
which  the  atithor  ot  Scripture  communi- 
cates a  complete  thought  unit  or  textual 
idea.  Textual  markers  are  key  words  such  as 
"Therefore,  since,  because,  tor,"  as  well  as 
changes  in  subject  matter,  verb  teiises,  audi- 
ence, time,  scenes,  or  characters.  Texttial 
markers  provide  the  clues  to  identifying 
complete  units. 

Once  text  selection  is  complete,  we  must 
be  careful  not  to  reach  tor  c^ur  favorite  com- 
mentary. At  this  stage  ot  preparation,  get 
ak~ine  with  God  and  just  read  and  reread  the 
text,  the  immediate  context,  and  the  entire 
book  several  times.  Soak  in  the  Scriptures. 
Seek  to  identify  the  overall  theme  of  the 
book,  the  flow  of  the  writer's  argument,  key 
sections  or  divisions,  and  repeated  phrases 
and  words.  Through  prayer,  submit  to  the 
truths  the  Htly  Spirit  illumines  to  your 
heart. 

Don't  rush  this  process!  God's  truth  is 
not  microwaveable  -  we  must  let  Scripture 
simmer  in  the  crock-pot  of  our  hearts  it  we 
are  ever  going  to  preach  out  of  the  overflow 
ot  the  Spirit's  work  in  our  own  lives. 

Survey  THE  Context 

Expository  preaching  takes  very  serious- 
ly the  context  in  which  a  textual  unit  is 
found.  This  is  the  panoramic  picture  where 
we  look  for  the  larger  context  of  a  book 
through  historical,  literary,  rhetorical,  and 
theological  analysis. 

First,  we  look  at  what  immediately  pre- 
cedes and  what  immediately  follows  our  tex- 
tual uriit.  For  example,  in  dealing  with  Mark 
10:17-31  and  the  rich  young  ruler  coming  to 
Jesus,  the  careful  expositor  observes  that 
immediately  preceding  the  account  ot  the 
rich  young  ruler  is  the  account  ot  the  people 
bringing  little  children  to  Jesus. 

The  rich  young  ruler  brings  himself  to 
Jesus  on  his  own  terms,  a  picture  ot  com- 


plete independence,  while  the  children 
must  be  brought  by  another,  a  picture  ot 
absolute  dependence. 

The  kingdom  of  God  belongs  to  "such  as 
these"  because  the  children  in  their  depend- 
ence must  be  held  by  Jesus  (Mark  10: 16);  the 
rich  young  ruler  walks  away  because  his  heart 
is  already  being  held  by  his  riches. 

This  exchange  between  Jesus  and  the  rich 
young  ruler  ultimately  results  in  the  disciples 
asking  the  same  cjuestion  the  rich  young  ruler 
did;  "Who  then  can  be  saved?"  (Mark  10:26). 
Jesus  answers  by  saying  it  is  impossible  for 
man  to  save  himself,  but  that  "all  things  are 
possible  with  God."  (Mark  10:27). 


How  does  God  make  this  possible?  The 
answer  comes  from  the  surrounding  context  - 
verses  32-34  of  Chapter  10  point  us  to  the 
cross,  where  the  impossibility  of  sinful  man's 
salvation  was  made  possible  through  the 
death,  burial,  and  resurrection  oi  Jesus. 
Expositors  take  very  sericiusly  the  context  of 
Scripture  is  because  coiitext  keeps  us  from 
making  interpretive  mistakes. 

Scrutinize  the  Contents 

Once  the  survey  work  is  complete,  it  is 
time  to  dig  into  the  text  with  the  zoom  lens 
of  exegetical  research.  This  is  where  the 
"spade  work"  of  grammatical  analysis,  word 
studies,  and  interpretation  takes  place. 

We  are  breaking  the  text  down  into  its 
smallest  segments,  studying  phrase  by 
phrase  and  word  by  word.  This  phase  is  also 
where  we  are  using  original  language  tools 
and  exegetical  commentaries  to  help  us  bet- 
ter understand  what  the  text  is  saying. 

Scan  the  Structure 

For  expository  preaching,  the  text  does 
not  merely  serve  to  suggest  the  subject  or 
topic  of  our  sermons.  The  structure  of  the 
text  determines  the  structure  of  the  sermon. 

As  careful  expositors,  we  want  to  say 


what  the  text  writer  said,  but  we  also  want  to 
say  it  how  the  text  writer  said  it.  To  say  that 
the  text's  structure  does  not  matter  is  to  say 
that  the  Spirit  haphazardly  put  Scripture 
together! 

For  example,  Matthew  28:19-20,  the 
Great  Commission,  contains  one  impera- 
tive command  and  three  participles  that 
are  aspects  of  fulfilling  the  command.  A 
sermon  with  four  main  points  misses  the 
structure  of  the  text  -  better  to  have  one 
main  point  based  on  the  imperative  with 
three  subpoints  of  the  one  main  point  in 
order  to  be  more  faithful  to  the  structure 
of  the  text. 


Stick  TO  Authorial  Intent 

This  could  very  well  be  the  step  in 
expository  preaching  that  creates  the  most 
controversy  and  confusion. 

I  explain  it  to  my  students  this  way  as 
they  preach  through  Philippians:  After  you 
finish  preaching  on  your  passage,  imagine 
that  you  are  sitting  down  beside  the  Apostle 
Paul.  He  puts  his  arm  on  your  shoulder, 
leans  over,  and  whispers  one  of  two  things 
in  your  ear:  1)  "You  said  exactly  what  I 
meant  to  say  in  my  letter  -  you  nailed  it!"  or 
2)  "What  you  just  said  had  nothing  to  do 
with  what  I  wrote  to  the  church  at  Philippi 
-  what  in  the  world  were  you  thinking?" 

For  example,  a  sermon  on  the  true 
nature  of  worship  from  John  4  on  the 
woman  at  the  well  completely  ignores  autho- 
rial intent,  which  John  gives  us  in  20:31: 
"But  these  are  written  that  you  may  believe 
that  Jesus  is  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God,  and 
that  by  believing  you  may  have  lite  in  his 
name." 

In  John  4,  John  is  showing  us  Jesus  as 
the  Living  Water  who  completely  satisfies 
the  deepest  thirst  of  the  human  soul.  In  fact, 
a  careful  study  of  the  flow  of  Chapter  4 


"(T)he  goal  of  a  Spirit-empowered, 
expository  ministry  of  the  Word  of  God 
is  to  change  lives  through  preaching  that 
engages  the  mind,  inflames  the  heart, 
moves  the  will,  and  engenders  faith  in 
the  hearer." 
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reveals  that  the  sLibject  ot  worship  is  a  i.li\'er- 
sion,  a  smokescreen! 

Remember,  a  text  cannot  haw  nmre 
than  one  intended  meanini,',  althoti.yh  it 
may  have  many  appUcations.  The  dialogue 
about  worship  may  yield  some  contempo- 
rary applications  for  a  discussion  on  mod- 
ern worship,  yet  to  say  John  4  to  teach  us 
about  worship  is  unfaithful  to  authorial 
intent.  Hence,  stick  to  authorial  intent! 

State  The  Central  Sermon 
Proposition  While  Sticking 
TO  Authorial  Intent 

Based  upon  the  exe>,'etical  phases  pre- 
sented above,  in  one  clear  sentence  state:  (1) 
what  the  author  is  talking  about,  and  (2) 
what  the  author  is  saying  about  what  he  is 
talking  about. 

For  example,  in  Epihesians  2:1-10,  Paul 
writes  about  our  salvation  and  ciescribes  it 
in  three  ways:  what  we  used  to  be,  what  we 
are  now,  and  what  we  will  he  (past,  present, 
future).  We  now  need  to  contemporize  the 
statement  and  make  it  present  tense:  "This 
morning  we  are  going  to  look  at  our  glori- 
ous salvation  by  examining  who  we  were 
before  Christ,  who  we  are  presently  in 
Christ,  and  who  we  will  one  day  be  when  we 
are  with  Christ." 

For  expository  preaching  to  be  "expos- 
itory," the  central  propositit)n  of  the  ser- 
mon must  match  the  central  prc>position 
oi  the  text! 

Support  THE  Central 
Sermon  Proposition 
THROUGH  Explanation  and 
Illustration 

This  is  the  heart  of  sermon  develop- 
ment, where  the  central  proposition  of  the 
sermon  is  developed  through  the  imfolding 
of  the  biblical  text. 

The  natural  divisions  of  the  text  (in  our 
Ephesians  text  above,  we  are  following  time 
divisions)  become  the  sernmn's  di\'ision 
statements,  with  each  division  supporting 
the  central  propositicin  of  the  sermon. 

The  supporting  material  for  the  sernn)n 
consists  primarily  of  explanation  of  the  bib- 
lical text  as  well  as  illustrations  of  the  truth 
or  principle  being  taught. 

Explanation  involves  the  fruit  of  our 
word  studies,  the  significance  of  a  particular 
verb  tense  or  mood,  on  perhaps  word  usage 
in  other  parts  of  the  book  or  Bible.  Cross 


references  help  clarify  the  meaning  as  well  as 
keep  us  in  the  o\'erall  context  of  biblical  the- 
ology. 

Illustrations  must  fit  the  text  and  con- 
text and  should  never  override  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  text.  The  illustratic^n  must  shed 
light  on  the  truth  being  preached  and 
anchor  the  truth  in  the  mind  through  the 
image  c^r  picture  presented.  Illustrations 
should  he  concrete,  emotive,  and  fit  the  text 
you  are  preaching. 

Secure  Your  Sermon  to  the 
Heart  THROUGH  Penetrating 
Application 

Expository  preaching  often  gets  a  bad 
reputation  because  it  stays  in  the  biblical 
world  and  never  enters  mto  the  contempo 
rary  culture.  Yet  the  most  engaging  exposito- 
ry preaching  will  always  move  the  listener 
into  the  world  c^f  application. 

The  weird  of  God  is  relevant  -  we  do  nor 
have  to  "make  it  relevant"  as  some  wciuld  say 
today,  hi  this  phase,  we  are  seeking  to  pin 
biblical  trtith  to  the  heart  of  our  listeners  in 
conjunction  with  the  Holy  Spirit's  convic- 
tion. Wliether  you  apply  cluring  the  sermon 
or  at  the  end,  the  piiint  is  that  you  specifical- 
ly show  the  difference  this  sermon's  truth 
will  make  in  listener's  lives  if  they  obey  it 
and  live  it  out. 

Show  THE  Savior 
Throughout  Your  Sermon 

Jesus  Christ  is  the  granel  theme  of  the 
Bible.  Jesus  says  to  the  Pharisees  in  Jc)hn 
5:39,  "These  are  the  Scriptures  that  testify 
about  me."  Expositional  preaching  is 
Christological  preaching  because  the  Spirit 
of  God  testifies  to  die  Son  of  God  tlinuigli 
the  Word  of  God. 

At  some  point  in  the  sermon,  the  expos- 
itor of  Scripture  must  ask,  "How  does  this 
text  testify  to  the  person  ancJ  work  of  Jesus 
Christ.'"  Then,  by  bringing  a  healthy  biblical 
tlieolt^,gy  to  bear  upon  his  text,  the  exposittir 
can  show  the  beauty  of  God's  redemptive 
plan  unfolding  throughout  the  Word  of 
God  and  culminating  in  Jesus  CJhrist. 

Spark  Interest  with  an 
Intriguing  Introduction 

The  introdtiction  is  saved  until  the  end 
of  our  sermon  preparation  so  that  we  know 
what  we  will  be  introducing.  The  introduc- 
tion should  get  our  atidience's  attention 
and  answer  the  (.|Liestion,  "Why  sliotild  I 


even  bother  listening  to  this  today?" 

This  can  be  done  through  a  moving 
story  right  out  of  the  news  media.  For  exam- 
ple, when  I  recently  preached  on  the  subject 
of  worry  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  I 
introduced  the  subject  by  holding  up  a 
recent  newspaper  and  pointing  out  the  heael- 
lines:  Will  there  be  another  9/11.'  Will  gas 
prices  go  even  higher.'  All  of  these  are  ques- 
ticms  people  in  the  mainstream  are  asking  - 
but  what  eloes  the  Bible  say  about  them:  A 
goo(.l  moelel  for  introductions  is  to  start  with 
the  contempt)rary  world,  and  then  mcwe 
into  the  biblical  world  to  show  how  the  Bilile 
answers  such  issties  or  cjuestions. 

Specify  THE  Response  Your 
Sermon  Seeks  in  the 
Conclusion 

!<-  the  Word  of  God  is  living  and  active, 
then  our  response  to  it  should  be  living  and 
active.  Many  preachers  fail  to  call  people  to 
respond  specifically  to  the  message  and, 
instead,  settle  tor  a  quick  review  or  summa- 
ry of  their  main  points. 

Sadly,  the  conclusion  is  often  the  least- 
planned  aspect  of  the  sermon,  and  yet  we  as 
preachers  wonkier  why  there  is  so  little 
response  to  our  messages. 

Specific  appeals  get  specific  responses 
while  also  allowing  for  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
apply  our  message  in  a  uniciue  way  that  (Mily 
He  can.  I  was  amazed  as  a  pastor  how  many 
times  1  tightened  my  conclusion  from  vague 
abstractions  ("Everybody  serve  GocJ")  to 
specifics  ("We  need  four  people  to  cJistribute 
meals  to  shut-ins  on  Thursday  night  this 
week."),  and  saw  God's  people  rise  to  the 
occasion. 

Seek  Sinners  Through  The 
Invitation 

Expository  preaching  is  evangelistic 
preaching  because  the  heart  of  the  Bible  is 
the  gospel,  GikI's  saving  grace.  Give  people 
the  opportunity  to  respond  to  the  life  trans- 
forming truth  that  they  have  just  heard  you 
preach.  Pray  God  would  a(.ld  to  the  king- 
dom every  time  you  preach!  Lives  are  at 
stake,  souls  are  in  tlie  balance,  and  you  are 
charged  witli  giving  them  the  wiMxls  of  eter- 
nal life. 

Greg  Hcislcr  is  an  tisMsiaiil  professor  of  prcachini^ 
at  Sotahcastcrn. 
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A  typical  day  of  lectures  at  the 

Olford  Center  for  Biblical 
Preaching  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
might  include  Institute  director 
David  Olford,  top  left; 
Southeastern  President  Daniel 
Akin;  and  a  video  presentation  of 
the  late  Stephen  Olford,  founder 
of  the  center. 

At  right  is  the  stately  home  that 
marks  the  entrance  to  the 
Institute. 

Photos  by  Courtney  Navey/SEBTS 
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SOUTHEASTERN 

What  is  the  Annual  Fund? 

The  Annual  Fund  at  Southeastern  Seminary  and 
College  will  help  meet  the  ongoing  needs  for  flexible, 
unrestricted  income  to  support  the  stated  mission  of 
Southeastern.  As  unrestricted  gifts,  these  contributions 
are  used  by  Southeastern  on  a  daily  basis  where  the 
needs  and  opportunities  are  greatest. 

The  Annual  Fund  will  help  Southeastern  maintain  an 
outstanding  faculty,  provide  necessary  resources  to  stu- 
dents and  faculty  members,  supply  student  financial  aid, 
and  help  maintain  the  physical  plant. 

Membership  Benefits 

We  at  Southeastern  know  that  God  is  the  One  wht) 
ultimately  rewards  those  who  are  generous  and  uphold 
His  work.  Our  Annual  Fund  membership  benefits  are 
simply  one  way  we  can  say,  "Thank  you!"  Some  of  these 
benefits  are: 

♦  Invitations  to  special  campus  events 

♦  Mailed  copy  of  the  Development  newsletter 

♦  SEBTS  stickers 

♦  Ou\\.ook  magazine 

♦  Membership  is  renewable  annually. 

Corporate  matching  gifts  count  toward  Annual  Fund 
membership.  Southeastern  couples  qualify  through  their 
total  combined  giving. 

Please  use  the  form  on  the  reverse  side  to 
become  a  member  today! 


OUTLOOK 


rry  anu  cue  wuriu  tc}:iuiaiiy  n.)  lilc  ihsululc.  rh  lib  m  i_>rtiiin_i  wmi  iin.iii,  i  ,.iiinuj.astically 
He  made  more  impact  outside  the  country  moved  on  that  because  I  love  to  produce  stu- 
than  inside  the  country  because  he  was  a     dents  in  the  tradition  ot  a  Stephen  Oltord." 


rounded  by  a  cineplex  and 
Dry  preaching  centers, 
■ounded  by  the  hustle  and 
Preaching  extends  its  arms 
is  here  that  Southeastern 
helped  shape  him  into  the 

The  partnership  bes^'an  in  March  2004. 
Jtheastern  otters  two  Doctcu  ot  Ministry 
h  Expository  Preachinf;;  seminars  in 
■mpliis  during  the  year  -  one  in  January, 
■  tether  in  June.  The  course  -  Expository 
■aching  in  the  Local  Church  -  is  an  exam- 
tion  of  the  preparatiiMi  and  practice  of 

expository  preaching. 

The  course  is  an  intense  12-hour-a-cJay 

study  that  brings  attention  to  the  strengths 


{STOKY   BY  JERKY  IIIGGINS] 
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AMOUNT  ENCLOSED ; 


^     1  will  support  Southeastern 's  ANNUAL 
•    Fund  through  my  □  gift  □  commitment. 


A  typical  day  of  lectures  at  the 

Olford  Center  for  Biblical 
Preaching  in  Memphis,  Tenn., 
might  include  Institute  director 
David  Olford,  top  left; 
Southeastern  President  Daniel 
Akin;  and  a  video  presentation  of 
the  late  Stephen  Olford,  founder 
of  the  center. 

At  right  is  the  stately  home  that 
marks  the  entrance  to  the 
Institute. 

Ptiotos  by  Courtney  Navey/SEBTS 


□  Please  charge  my  gift  to  my  □  Visa  □  MasterCard 

Card  #  Exp.  Date   

Amt.  $  


□  1  would  like  to  make  my  gift  in  monthly  payments  of  $  

□  1  am  giving  to  Southeastern  in  memory  of  honor  of 

Annual  Fund  giving  levels 


□  President's  Circle 
Member  ($10,000'Up) 

□  Cornerstone  Member 
($5,000-9,999) 

□  Millenium  Member 
($1,0004,999) 

□  Century  Member  ($100- 
999) 


□  Recent  Alumnus  2-5 
YRS. ($300+) 

□  New  Graduate  ($100+) 

□  Friend  of  Southeastern 

($99  AND  less) 

□  Planned  Giving 
Society  (those  who 
PLACE  Southeastern  in 
THEIR  will) 


Address 
City  


State   

Home  Phone 
E-mail  


ZIP 


□  Alumnus  (year)  

□  Currently  1  am  not  receiving  the  Outlook  magazine. 


Alumni  Updates 

Use  the  space  below  to  share  new  information  with 


Please  make  checks  payable  to  Southeastern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary. 
Thank  you  for  your  tax-deductible  inveitment. 
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rounded  by  a  cineplex  and 
3ry  preaching  centers, 
•ounded  by  the  hustle  and 
Preaching  extends  its  arms 
is  here  that  Southeastern 
helped  shape  him  into  the 


rry  ana  tne  woria  regularly  to  the  institute. 
He  made  more  impact  outside  the  country 
than  inside  the  country  because  he  was  a 


tor  us  to  partner  with  them,  1  enthusiastically 
moved  on  that  because  I  love  to  produce  stu- 
dents in  the  tradition  of  a  Stephen  Oltord." 


The  partnership  began  in  March  2004. 
Jtheastern  offers  two  Doctor  of  Ministry 
h  Expository  Preaching  seminars  in 
■mphis  during  the  year  -  one  in  January, 
'  other  in  June.  The  course  -  Expository 
■aching  in  the  Local  Church  -  is  an  exam- 
tion  of  the  preparation  and  practice  of 

expository  preaching. 

The  course  is  an  intense  12-hour-a-day 

study  that  brings  attention  to  the  strengths 


[story  by  jekky  higgins] 
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A  typical  day  of  lecture 

Olford  Center  foi 
Preaching  in  IVIemphi 
might  include  Institute 
David  Olford, 
Southeastern  Presider 
Akin;  and  a  video  presen 
the  late  Stephen  Olford, 
of  th( 


At  right  is  the  stately  homc  LI  lOL 
marks  the  entrance  to  the 
Institute. 


Photos  by  Courtney  Navey/SEBTS 


 [  Equipping  Men  to  Preach  ]  

PARTNEKSHIP 

FOR. 

PRDCLAMING 

THE 

GOSPEL 

Just  off  a  busy  highway  southeast  of  downtown  Memphis,  surrounded  by  a  cineplex  and 

several  restaurants,  sits  one  of  the  world's  foremost  expository  preaching  centers. 
It  is  here,  in  the  middle  ot  an  18.5-acre  wooded  preserve  surroimded  by  the  hustle  and 
bustle  of  suburbia,  that  the  Stephen  Olford  Center  for  Biblical  Preaching  extends  its  arms 

to  pastors  and  students  who  want  to  expound  God's  Word.  It  is  here  that  Southeastern 
President  Daniel  Akin  has  partnered  with  the  organization  that  helped  shape  him  into  the 

preacher  he  is  today. 


"Stephen  Oltord  impacted  my  lite  when 
I  was  a  seminary  student,"  Akin  said.  "I  was 
introduced  to  his  preaching  then  and  was 
immediately  drawn  into  it.  He  preached  it 
with  such  passion.  He  also  preached  it  with 
such  clarity  in  just  explaining  the  biblical  text. 

"Students  come  from  all  over  the  coun- 
try and  the  world  regularly  to  the  institute. 
He  made  more  impact  outside  the  country 
than  inside  the  country  because  he  was  a 


missionary.  He  tapped  into  raciio,  especially 
across  Africa,  where  it  was  dirt  cheap.  He 
was  opposed  to  racism  before  it  was  popidar. 
He  was  very  much  a  comrade  of  Billy 
Graham.  They  had  a  long,  long  tender 
friendship. 

"So  when  the  opporttmity  presenteci  itself 
tor  us  to  partner  with  them,  I  enthusiastically 
moved  on  that  because  I  love  to  produce  stu- 
dents in  the  tradition  of  a  Stephen  Oltord." 


The  partnership  began  in  March  2004. 
Southeastern  offers  two  Doctor  of  Ministry 
with  Expository  Preaching  seminars  in 
Memphis  during  the  year  -  one  in  January, 
the  other  in  June.  The  course  -  Expository 
Preaching  in  the  Local  Church  -  is  an  exam- 
ination of  the  preparation  and  practice  of 
expository  preaching. 

The  course  is  an  intense  12-hour-a-day 
study  that  brings  attention  to  the  strengths 


{story  by  jekry  higgins] 
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and  strategies  tor  expository  preachinj^.  For 
last  June's  seminar,  students  were  required 
to  read  11  textbooks  and  submit  a  5-to-7 
page  review  of  each  of  the  texts  before  they 
arrived  in  Memphis,  prepare  a  10-12  page 
paper  on  "What  Is  Expository  Preaching?" 
and  finally  preach  a  15-25  minute  message 
on  a  text  that  was  not  assigned  until  after 
the  class  starteci. 


took  over  as  director  tor  his  late  tather.  He 
ciisplays  the  same  passion  and  principles 
that  Stephen  Olford  preached  to  the  world. 
And  those  principles  have  remained  con- 
stant. 

As  part  ot  the  seminar.  Southeastern 
students  not  only  are  involved  with  their 
study  groups,  which  include  students  from 
The     Southern     Baptist  Theological 


"The  partnership  has  gone  very  well," 
he  said.  "The  feedback  from  the  stuclents 
has  been  consistently  very  good.  I  anticipate 
a  long  and  lasting  relationship.  And  even 
with  the  passing  ot  Dr.  Oltord,  under  the 
leadership  of  his  son,  David,  the  vision  he 
has  had  for  expository  preaching  is  going  to 
continue,  and  we  will  glaclly  continue  our 
partnership  with  them  to  that  end." 


^'Sometimes  in  church,  you  get 
bogged  down  in  details  and 
forget  the  importance  of 
preaching  ...  Now  I  have  a 
renewed  passion  for  preaching, 
thanks  to  this  seminar." 

Tim  Jernigan 
D.Min.,  Kannapolis,  N.C. 


"None  ot  us  ever  arrives  in  terms  ot 
where  we  need  to  be  as  preachers  of  the 
Bible,"  Akin  said.  "We  can  always  get  better 
both  in  terms  ot  our  content  and  our  deliv- 
ery. Our  D.Min.  program  is  specifically 
designed  to  accomplish  that  goal. 

"In  our  D.Min.  program  we  have  estab- 
lished a  very  consistent  pattern  ot  outstand- 
ing seminars  with  instructors  like  Dr. 
(Stephen)  Rummage,  Dr.  (Wayne)  McDill 
and  Dr.  (Allan)  Moseley,  all  of  whom  offer 
a  seminar  that  specifically  enhances  one's 
ability  to  be  a  faithful  expositor.  Dr.  (Greg) 
Heisler  will  also  be  involved  in  our  D.Min. 
program.  I  teel  we  have  a  great  faculty  to 
help  men  sharpen  their  skills  in  the  pulpit." 

Tim  Jernigan,  a  Southeastern  D.Min. 
student  from  Kannapolis,  N.C,  attended 
the  June  seminar.  He  said  he  had  an  idea 
how  difficult  it  would  be  before  he  got  to 
Memphis,  hin  learned  much. 

"I  wasn't  scared  off  by  the  syllabus,"  said 
Jernigan,  who  serves  at  Franklin  Heights 
Baptist  Church  in  Kannapolis.  "It  was  a  k)t 
of  work  but  it  was  wcirth  it.  It  took  a  lot  ot 
time  before  the  week  to  read  the  books  and 
cio  the  reptirts,  but  it  was  time  well  spent." 

Dn  Olford  passed  away  in  2004,  a  few 
months  after  the  Southeastern  partnership 
with  the  center  began.  His  son,  David,  who 
has  been  president  ot  the  center  since  1994, 


Seminary  in  Lt)uisville,  Ky.  under  the  direc- 
tion ot  Hershael  York,  associate  dean  of 
ministry  and  proclamation  there,  but  are 
alsti  part  ot  a  regular  session  the  Olford 
Center  conducts  for  those  seeking  to  grow 
and  mature  in  their  preaching. 

David  Oltord  said  he  first  spoke  with 
Akin  back  when  Akin  taught  at  Southern 
Seminary  before  he  was  namecl  to  the  pres- 
idency at  Staitheastern.  Their  partnership 
was  a  natural  fit,  according  to  Oltord, 
because  of  the  reputation  Akin  has  as  a 
faithful  expositor. 

"We  talked  about  the  partnership  and 
it  was  pretty  simple  to  do,"  Oltord  said. 
"We  jtist  needed  the  key  man  to  do  it,  and 
Danny  said,  'I'm  the  man.'  I  think  this  can 
be  beneficial  for  us  as  well  as  Southeastern. 

"We  have  the  core  event  here,  and  pas- 
tors can  be  in  this  environment.  They  eat 
together  with  our  students  and  live  in  the 
same  setting.  This  is  more  ot  a  retreat 
atmosphere  than  they  get  in  a  classroom. 

"This  partnership  means  a  lot  to  us. 
We're  all  on  the  same  page  with  this.  We're 
very  flexible  with  this  program.  We  can 
adjust  it  we  have  to.  Dr.  Akin  is  just  awe- 
some, and  I  hope  with  this  partnership,  we 
can  work  with  St)utheastern  for  many  years 
to  come." 

Akin  concurred. 


Despite  Dr.  Olford's  passing,  students 
still  get  to  see  and  hear  his  preaching  style. 
Videos  ot  Dr.  Oltord  instructing  the  course 
are  shown,  which  reinforces  the  enormity  of 
the  man  and  his  influence  on  expositcirs. 

"This  program  really  helps  pastors  and 
leaders  ot  the  church,"  Akin  said.  "He 
(Stephen  Olford)  not  only  challenged  you 
as  a  preacher,  he  also  challenged  them  as  a 
pastor  and  a  leaden  All  of  these  things  are 
essential  characteristics  for  effective  minis- 
tering of  the  Gospel." 

Akin  hopes  the  partnership  will 
strengthen  the  center. 

"1  think  that  the  word  needs  to  get  out 
that  despite  Dr.  Olford's  'homecoming,' 
the  center  is  going  to  continue  to  exist,  and 
I  believe  even  thrive,  in  the  days  ahead," 
Akin  said.  "It  will  continue  to  maintain  the 
vision  ot  its  founder,  and  I  believe  be  used 
significantly  for  the  health  of  the  church, 
which  must  be  grounded  in  faithful  exposi- 
tion of  the  Word." 

Jernigan  added,  "As  a  doctoral  student, 
I  have  a  passion  for  preaching.  I  see  the  pas- 
sion that  the  Olfords,  York  and  Akin  have 
for  preaching.  Sometimes  in  church,  you 
get  bogged  down  in  details  and  forget  the 
importance  of  preaching.  God  called  you  to 
do  that,  not  to  get  bogged  down.  Now  I 
have  a  renewed  passion  for  preaching, 
thanks  to  this  seminar." 
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Preaching  the  Word 

^  Ya^^alling, 


Doctor  of  Ministry 

With  emphases  such  as  Expository 
Preaching,  Leadership,  Church  Growth, 
Evangelism,  IVIissions,  and  many  more, 
Southeastern's  Doctor  of  Ministry  pro- 
gram features  advanced  training  in  a 
number  of  fields.  We  offer  the  opportu- 
nity to  study  with  some  of  the  finest  pro- 
fessors in  the  world  while  still  maintain- 
ing your  local  church  focus.  Our  gradu- 
ates are  making  tremendous  contribu- 
tions to  God's  Kingdom  as  they  apply  the 
biblical  principles  learned  here  to  dy- 
namic, growing  ministries  worldwide. 


Southeastern 

BAPTIST  THEOLOGICAL 
SEMINARY 

1-800-284-6317 
www.sebts.edu 


"I  was  challenged,  stretched  and 
blessed  by  the  D.  Min.  Program." 

Dr.  Voddie  Baucham 
(D.Min.  2002) 
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{a  Church's  Mission  } 


PKEACHING  THE 

W    O    R.  D 

WHILE  FIEMAINING 

RELEVANT 

ONE  PASTOK'S  FLECIPE  EOK 
GENUINE  CHUFLCH  GROWTH 

When  John  Posey  and  his  family  moved  from  Chapel  Hill  to  Durham,  it  was  not  tor  a  new 
job,  a  better  school  district,  or  any  of  the  other  reasons  people  normally  move. 
They  simply  wanteci  to  be  closer  to  their  church. 
In  a  day  and  age  when  church  membership  is  seen  as  superfluous  in  many  people's  crowd- 
ed lives,  Posey,  33,  and  his  family,  like  many  of  the  members  ot  the  Summit  Church  in 
Durham,  don't  fit  that  mold.  They  love  their  church,  and  it  shows. 


"This  is  the  type  of  church  where  peo- 
ple are  starting  to  do  that,"  Posey  said, 
referring  to  those  who  relocate  to  be  closer 
to  Summit.  "You  find  a  lot  of  college  stu- 
dents who  try  to  find  jobs  in  the  area  so 
they  can  go  to  Summit  Church.  That's  hap- 
pening a  lot." 

Although  it  is  technically  more  than  40 
years  old,  dating  back  to  the  time  when  it  was 
known  exclusively  by  the  name  Homestead 
Heights  Baptist  Church,  the  Summit  Church 


started  using  its  current  name  less  than  tour 
years  ago  when  it  hired  its  energetic  young 
college  pastor,  twice  a  Southeastern  Seminary 
graduate,  as  senior  pastor. 

After  graduating  trom  Southeastern  in 
1999  with  a  master  of  divinity  in 
International  Church  Planting  and  serving 
for  two  years  as  a  missionary  in  Indiniesia, 
J.D.  Greear  returned  to  the  Durham  area, 
serving  as  college  pastor  at  Homestead 
Heights  while  he  earned  his  doctorate 


trom  Sciutheastern  in  systematic  theology. 

Upon  accepting  the  position  ot  senior 
pastor,  Greear  brought  with  him  a  new  and 
daring  idea.  According  to  his  proposal,  the 
church  would  sell  its  existing  property  and 
re-launch  itself  entirely  under  the  new 
name  in  an  effort  to  reach  its  surrounding 
commimity,  which  included  several  univer- 
sities and  the  rapidly  growing  Research 
Triangle  area.  One  unanimous  vote  later, 
the  Summit  Chtirch  was  born. 


{story   by   KYLE  SMITH] 
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Building  on  the 
Foundation  of  the  Word 

In  the  time  Greear  has  been  there,  the 
church  has  grown  in  its  Sunday  morning 
worship  attendance  trom  400  to  1,700, 
about  450  of  which  are  college  students,  a 
tar  cry  trom  years  past  when  the  church 
had  difficulty  reaching  them. 

"There  was  a  time  when  we  could  not 
even  get  a  Duke  student  to  visit  the 
church,"  longtime  member  Carl  Sccitt 
remembers. 

As  it  turns  out,  college  students  are  not 
the  only  c^nes  attending.  On  any  given 
morning,  one  can  find  an  entire  range  of 
people   there  from 
many  walks  of  life  - 
molecular  biologists 
and  tiremen,  corpo- 
rate executives  and 
custodians. 

"And  they  all  get 
something  out  of  his 
sermon,  which  is 
amazing,"  Posey  said. 

The  burning 
question  in  many 
minds  is,  "What  is  it 
that  keeps  such  a 
diverse  membership 
of  deeply  committed 
members  coming 
each  week?"  Greear 
thinks  he's  got  the 
answer,  and  it  may 
be  simpler  than  one 
would  expect:  he 
makes  it  his  focus  to 
teach  people  what 
the  Word  of  God 

has  to  say  to  them,  and  they  keep  coming 
hack  to  hear  more. 

Greear's  contention  is  that  this  style  ot 
preaching,  in  which  the  text  ot  Scripture 
shapes  the  pastor's  sermon,  is  the  best  way 
to  grow  a  congregaticin  spiritually.  And,  as 
the  Summit  Church  has  discovered,  when 
God's  Word  is  proclaimed.  He  often  bless- 
es with  numerical  growth  as  well. 

However,  Greear  cautions  that  numeri- 
cal growth  is  neither  the  church's  sole 
ambition  nor  the  measuring  stick  by  which 
its  pulpit  ministry  should  be  judged. 

"The  Summit  Church  cioes  not  live 
simply  to  grow,"  Greear  said,  "but  the  ques- 
tion is,  'What  are  we  growing  into?'  If  you 


are  not  producing  deeply  knowlecigeable, 
fully  devoted  followers  of  Christ  who  have 
a  passion  to  know  God  and  the  Scriptures, 
my  cjuesticin  is,  'What  are  you  actually 
growing?'. ..You're  not  actually  prciducing 
what  God  has  called  you  to  produce." 

Growing  such  types  ot  mature  ciisciples 
will  require  heavy  closes  ot  doctrine  and 
biblical  expc^sition  from  the  pulpit,  Greear 
realizes,  all  the  while  recognizing  that  his 
content-first  emphasis  runs  against  the 
grain  of  the  way  many  are  doing  church  in 
America  today.  In  fact,  Greear  absolutely 
refuses  to  capitulate  to  the  all-too-common 
trend  of  growing  a  large  church  with  sugar- 
coated  sermons  devoid  ot  depth. 


Pastor  J.D.  Greear's 
the  Summit  Church 


Photo  by  Jnemy  Cox/'SEBTS 

Bible-based  preaching  attracts  people  from  all  ages  and  walks  of  life  to 
in  Durham. 


The  Summit  Church  members  are 
thankful  he  doesn't  preach  that  way. 
According  to  Greear,  rather  than  balking 
at  his  unflinching  commitment  to  preach 
the  truths  of  Scripture,  including  the 
uncomfortable  truths  about  sin  and  hell, 
many  of  Summit's  members  remark  that 
what  they  love  most  about  their  pastor  is 
his  fearlessness  to  proclaim  truth,  even 
when  that  confronts  them  with  their  sin- 
fulness. 

In  support,  Greear  quotes  one  of  the 
college  students  at  Summit  who  told  him 
why  he  drives  25  minutes  each  week  tor 
worship. 

"He  said,  'It's  because  you  teach  the 
hard  things  and  because  when  we  leave,  we 


feel  like  we've  been  confronted  by  the 
Word,'"  Greear  said.  "'In  other  places  we 
go,  it  feels  like  they're  telling  us  what  we 
want  to  hear.  They're  pandering  to  us,  and 
they're  entertaining  us.'" 

There  is  no  sugar-coating  at  the 
Summit.  Greear  sees  a  fundamental  obliga- 
tion for  the  preacher  to  preach  God's 
Word,  and  therefore  he  resists  allowing  his 
autlience's  preferences  to  dictate  the  con- 
tent ot  his  sermons. 

"I  think  the  key  is  you  have  to  start 
with  the  text  because  the  Bible  is  God's 
decision  about  what  is  relevant,"  Greear 
said.  "The  theory  that  you've  got  to  listen 
to  your  audience  and  you've  got  to  know 
where  they  are  -  I 
think  that's  an 
insult  to  God's 
ability  to  commu- 
nicate in  the 
Bible.  I  think  He 
understood  the 
human  condi- 
tion." 

Lest  that  con- 
viction sound 
like  the  formula 
for  what  some 
believe  to  he  dull 
and  irrelevant 
preaching, 
Greear  quickly 
insists  that  bibli- 
cal expositicTn 
does  not  pre- 
clude relevance 
to  the  lite  of  a 
21st  century 
Christian. 
"My  life's  goal  is  to  prove  that  there  is  no 
dichotomy  between  complete  relevance  and 
absolute  exposition,"  Greear  said.  "...Depth 
and  relevance  are  actually  -  I  find  the  more 
I  get  into  it  -  together  rather  than  separate. 
If  you're  not  going  to  be  deep,  you're  riot 
going  to  be  relevant. 

"I  think  you  start  with  a  text,  but  then  I 
think  -  and  this  is  where  I  think  a  lot  of 
expository  preachers  fall  oft  -  that's  only 
half  the  work,  or  maybe  it's  three-quarters  ot 
the  work.  Once  you  get  there,  then  you  have 
to  go  through  the  really  difficult  process  of 
figuring  out,  'What  is  this  message  that  this 
passage  is  getting  across?  What  does  it  mean 
for  21st  century  college  students  and  people 
that  live  in  the  Triangle?'" 
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Part  of  the  expositor's  task  lies  in  rais- 
ing the  interest  in  Usteners'  minds  about 
the  important  matters  ot  Scripture,  Greear 
said,  matters  that  they  mi},'ht  otherwise  feel 
no  compulsion  to  consider. 

'"People  today  don't  care  about  terms 
like  justification,  sanctification  and  regen- 
eration,'" Greear  says,  cjuotinf,'  l6th  centu- 
ry pastor  and  reformer  Martin  Luther. 
"But  (Luther)  said,  'When  dii.1  they  care 
about  those  things.'  The  answer  is  never.  At 
no  point  in  history  has  man  been  con- 
cerned about  justiticatitH-i,  sanctitication 
and  regeneraticin.'  It  is  the  preacher's  job 
to  teach  them  and  explain  it  in  a  way  that 
shows  that  it's  relevant." 

'I'm  never  bored' 

By  all  indications,  it  appears  that 
Greear  is  succeeding  at  showing  his  congre- 
gaticTn  Scripture's  relevance. 

At  the  end  ot  his  recent  expository  ser- 
mon series  on  the  hook  of  Colossians, 
Greear  received  one  ot  the  highest  compli- 
ments a  church  member  could  have  given 
him:  "Lve  never  understood  how  relevant 
the  book  of  Colossians  was  for  my  life." 

Carl  Scott  echoes  that  thought. 

"I've  grown  more  spiritually  in  the  last 
four  years  since  J.D.'s  been  there  than  all  of 
my  life,"  Scott  said,  adding  that  the  entire 
Summit  Church  staff  has  been  instrumen- 
tal in  his  growth.  "I'm  65  1/2,  and  I'm  still 
learning  like  crazy. 

"If  my  wife  and  1  are  out  ot  town  or  c^n 
vacation,  we  always  try  to  be  back  (at 
church)  because  I  want  to  learn  all  I  can." 

UNC-Chapel  Hill  junior  Kate  Hagborg 
said  she  appreciates  the  way  Greear  takes 
ciifficult  passages  ot  Scripture  and  relates 
them  in  such  a  way  that  the  congregation 
can  understand  what  the  text  is  saying. 

"The  Lord  really  uses  J.D.  to  speak  a  lot 
ot  truth,"  Hagborg  said.  "He  has  opened 
my  understanding  to  Scripture  a  lot. ..He 
shows  how  the  Word  is  living  ani.!  active 
and  applicable  to  my  everyday  lite.  J.D.  is 
passionate  about  teaching  the  Word  of 
God  and  wants  it  to  be  accessible.  He  can 
get  on  your  level  and  commimicate  very 
effectively.  He  has  a  way  ot  simplifying  it." 

Jonathan  Welch,  a  senior  at  Duke 
LJniversity,  marvels  at  how  God  has  used 
Greear  to  reach  people  from  different  age 
groups  and  different  walks  of  life. 

"J.D.  just  has  a  real  gift  tor  conveying 
Scripture  in  a  very  attractive  way,  in  a  very 


relevant  way,"  Welch  said,  "and  I  think 
that's  one  ot  the  reasons  God's  choosing  to 
bless  our  church  right  now." 

"I  think  he  lIocs  about  as  good  a  job  as 
I've  heard  ot  combining  exposition  and  rele- 
vance," Posey  added.  "I'm  never  borecJ,  ever." 

Perhaps  the  person  best  able  to  assess 
Greear's  preaching  is  kmgtime  friend  and 
Summit  member  Bruce  Ashford.  Ashford 
now  serves  as  assistant  professor  of  philoso- 
phy and  intercultural  studies  and  director  of 
Southeastern's  Center  tor  Great 
Commission  Studies. 

"I  have  been  best  friends  with  J.D.  tor  12 
years,"  Ashtord  said,  "and  at  the  age  of  32,  I 
think  that  he  is  one  ot  the  best  communica- 
tors in  the  nation  and  a  very  strong  leader  tar 
beyond  his  years. 

"J.D.  is  strikingly  relevant.  That's  one  of 
the  first  things  you  notice.  He  teaches  the  text 
accurately  and  brings  excellent  application, 
and  I  think  that  it  is  in  his  application  that 
the  relevance  becomes  most  evident." 

Greear  will  be  the  first  to  admit  that 
achieving  both  sound  exposition  and  rele- 
vant application  is  not  easy.  It  involves  a  great 
deal  of  hard  work,  he  said,  more  than  is 
invested  by  tlwse  preachers  who  focus  on  one 
or  the  other  in  crafting  their  sermons. 
According  to  Greear,  his  time  at 
Southeastern  was  instrumental  in  preparing 
him  to  do  luith. 

"There  are  a  lot  of  expcisitory  preachers 
out  there  that  are  good  in  a  sense,  but  they 
just  bore  me,"  Greear  said.  "Their  introduc- 
tions, their  applications  -  you  come  away  feel- 
ing a  lot  smarter  like  you've  been  through  a 
commentary,  hut  you  don't  teel  like  your  life 
has  changed.  Then,  on  the  other  side,  you've 
got  guys  who  are  just  marvelous  at  their  appli- 
cation, but  you  don't  teel  like  you've  walked 
through  the  passage.  And  it  was  at 
Southeastern  that  I  really  saw  that  you  can 
really  preach  a  passage  and  a  series  exposi- 
torally  and  still  have  it  be  marvelous  in  its 
ways  of  diagnosing  the  human  problem  and 
getting  to  it." 

In  order  to  achieve  both,  Greear  does  not 
stop  after  the  lengthy,  painstaking  process  ot 
biblical  exegesis.  Instead,  he  wants  to  know 
how  he  can  best  communicate  what  he's 
learned  from  God's  Word  to  the  people  who 
attend  the  Summit  Church  on  Sundays. 

TTiat  c]uest  usually  takes  Greear  to  a 
favorite  spot  each  week. 

"Once  a  week  in  my  sermon  preparation, 
I  spend  one  morning  diiing  my  work  at  a  cot- 
tee  shop  in  the  mii.klle  ot  the  city,"  Greear 


said,  "because  simply  working  in  that  envi- 
ronment causes  me  as  I  watch  people  come 
in  tci  think,  'How  is  this  going  to  apply  to 
what  I  think  about  that  person.''  I'll  also  - 
this  is  always  entertaining  -  frequently  I'll 
turn  to  the  person  sitting  next  to  me,  and  I'll 
say,  'Hey,  I'm  a  pastor.  Here's  what  I'm 
preaching  on  Sunday.  Do  you  mind  it  I 
explain  it  to  you,  and  you  can  tell  me  what 
you  think  about  iti" 

"I've  had  some  great  witnessing  opportu- 
nities, and  I've  also  had  some  great  applica- 
tion points  come  out  of  it.  For  instance,  one 
time  a  girl  said,  'Yeah,  that's  a  great  question. 
I've  never  understood  this  about  my 
Christian  friends.'  And  I  was  not  only  able  to 
witness  to  her,  I  included  it  in  a  sermon  with- 
out naming  her,  saying,  'Some  ot  you  have 
this  e]uestion  right  here.'" 

Tiie  difference  between  Greear's 
appn>ach  and  that  ot  many  pastors  who 
begin  their  sermon  preparation  by  investigat- 
ing the  interests  of  culture  is  that  the  biblical 
text,  not  popular  demand,  shapes  the  con- 
tent ot  Greear's  sermons.  Input  from  other 
people  simply  helps  Greear  effectively  com- 
municate Scripture's  truth  in  a  way  that  is 
understandable  to  a  contemporary  audience. 

Success,  God's  Way 

Greear  has  been  very  pleased  with  the 
way  that  God  has  blessed  the  preaching  of 
His  Word  at  Summit  Church.  The  fruit  that 
it  has  borne,  although  not  always  easy  to 
quantify,  can  be  seen  in  the  church's  vibrant 
corporate  worship,  the  growing  small  group 
ministry  of  its  Sunday  School  classes  ancJ  the 
way  the  church  has  responded  to  missions 
giving  opportunities.  Recently,  the  Summit 
Church  ranked  as  the  No.  1  missions  giving 
church  per  capita  in  the  United  States  to  an 
annual  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering, 
which  supports  internatii)nal  Southern 
Baptist  missionaries.  In  addition,  the 
church's  baptisms  have  more  than  doubled 
each  year. 

"The  depth  ot  love  tor  the  Word,  I  think, 
has  greatly  increased,"  Greear  said.  "I  think 
what  I'm  most  pleased  with  is  people's  atti- 
tude toward  outreach  and  about  Bible  study 
and  worship." 

Greear  recognizes  that  the  church  has 
God  to  praise  for  all  ot  these  blessings.  He 
knows  that  his  responsibility  is  to  continue  to 
teach  and  preach  the  Word  ot  God  to  His 
people.  And  that  he  aims  to  do  -  faithfully 
and  relevantly. 
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After  participating  in  Southeastern 
Seminary's  first  Operation  G.R.A.C.E. 
disaster  relief  trip  to  the  Gulf  Coast  ear- 
lier this  semester,  student  Trey  Gates  is  praying 
about  planting  a  church  there  when  he  graduates. 

"I'm  praying  about  what  God  would  have 
us  do,"  Gates  said,  "because  the  Jackson 
County  (Mississippi)  Baptist  Association  said 
there's  no  active  Southern  Baptist  presence  in 
that  community.  So  we're  praying  about  the 
possibility  of  (going)  back  and  planting  a 
church.  We're  not  for  sure  and  we  don't  know 
all  the  details  yet,  but  if  that's  what  God 
wants  us  to  do,  we'll  do  it." 

That  is  the  evidence  in  Gates'  life  that 


Operation  G.R.A.C.E.,  Southeastern's  multi- 
tiered  effort  to  aid  those  devastated  by  this 
season's  Gulf  Coast  hurricanes,  is  working. 
Operaticin  G.R.A.C.E.  was  initiated  in  the 
days  following  Hurricane  Katrina  as  a  com- 
prehensive plan  to  provide  long-term  aici  to 
Southeastern's  sister  seminary.  New  Orleans 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary,  and  others 
whose  lives  were  torn  apart  by  the  storm. 

Part  of  the  plan  is  relief  trips,  anci  the  first 
one  went  to  southern  Mississippi.  The 
school's  efforts  in  the  regitin  are  being  coordi- 
nated by  First  Baptist  Church  North  Mobile 
(Ala.),  and  its  Task  Force  Hope  project.  FBC 
North  Mobile  is  led  by  Ed  Litton,  one  of 


Southeastern's  trustees. 

The  first  trip,  which  went  during 
Southeastern's  fall  break,  featured  113 
Southeasterners.  In  addition  to  sencling  work- 
ers to  help  clean  out  damaged  homes  and 
churches.  Southeastern  has  also  contributed 
$147,282  in  monetary  assistance  to  its  sister 
seminary  in  New  Orleans. 

More  trips  will  be  going  to  the  Gulf  Coast 
region  in  December,  January  and  March. 

And  then,  of  course,  there  are  students 
like  Gates.  If  he  chooses  to  return  to  the 
region  to  start  a  church,  Southeastern's  impact 
oil  the  area  will  be  felt  for  years  to  come. 
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Top,  Left  and  Right:  In  many  neighborhoods,  the 
destruction  was  almost  total.  Strewn  debris  was  the 
only  sign  that  these  houses  ever  existed. 
Center:  M.Div.  student  Lenny  Knott  witnesses  to  a 
local  woman  whose  home  was  worked  on  by  a 
Southeastern  crew. 
Right:  Southeastern  students  and  staff  pray  with  a 
Mississippi  family  who  lost  their  home  in  the  hurricane. 

^  www.sebts.edu/operationgrace 


TOP:  M.Div.  student  Jeff  Lichlyter  reacts  as  a  child  enjoys  painting  his  face. 
ABOVE:  Children  and  families  from  a  Mississippi  neighborhood  listen  as  the 
Gospel  is  shared  during  a  block  party  sponsored  by  the  Southeastern  team. 
RIGHT:  Students  not  only  worked  on  damaged  homes. They  helped 
restore  damaged  lives  by  presenting  the  Gospel  to  unbelievers  and 

encouraging  believers. 

OPPOSITE  PAGE,  TOP:  BABS  student  Thomas  Simmons  kneels  in  prayer 
while  working  on  a  damaged  Mississippi  home. 
OPPOSITE  PAGE,  BOTTOM:The  storm  leveled  many  neighborhoods,  leav- 
ing only  a  bare  slab  and  some  exposed  pipes  where  homes  once  stood. 
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Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

How  can  you  help? 

The  entire  Southeastern  family  -  students,  faculty,  staff  and 
alumni  -  can  he  involved  in  helping  the  Gulf  Coast  via  Operation 
G.R.A.C.E. 

There  is  still  space  availahle  on  a  relief  trip  in  March.  For  more 
information  or  to  sign  up,  go  to  www.sehts.eciu/operationgrace. 

What's  more,  you  can  give  to  Operation  G.R.A.C.E.,  and  all  the 
mc^neys  received  will  go  ciirectly  to  helping  those  in  neecl.  For  more 
information  ahout  how  you  can  give,  call  us  at  l'888'290-7787.  Or 
you  can  mail  a  check  to:  SEBTS  Operation  G.R.A.C.E.,  RO.  Box 
1889,  Wake  Forest,  NC  27588.  Make  the  check  payable  to  SEBTS 
and  designate  it  for  Operation  G.R.A.C.E. 

Most  importantly,  pray.  Pray  for  our  relief  teams  that  will  he 
going  in  Decemher,  January  and  March.  Pray  for  New  Orleans 
Seminary  students  displaced  hy  Katrina,  especially  those  who  have 
temporarily  relocated  to  Southeastern.  AboVe  all,  pray  that  God  will 
he  glorified  through  Operation  G.R.A.C.E.  and  all  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  efforts  to  rebuild  the  Gulf  Coast  physically  and 
spiritually. 


A      R      O      U      N  D 


New  building  to  be  named 
Patterson  Hall 

Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  trustees  on 
October  11  voted  to  go  aheac4  with  plans  to  builcl  a  new  faculty 
office  buikiing  that  will  anchor  the  future  "Western  Quad"  of 
Southeastern's  picturesque  campus. 

Trustees  also  decided  to  name  the  building  Paige  and  Dorothy 
Patterson  Hall,  in  honor  of  the  contribution  made  to 
Southeastern  by  former  president  Paige  Patterson  and  his  wife, 
Dorothy. 

"The  Paige  and  Dorothy  Patterson  Hall  will  be  a  centerpiece  of 
the  academic  programs  of  Southeastern  Seminary,"  Southeastern 
Seminary  President  Daniel  Akin  said.  "The  name  Paige  Patterson 
stands  for  excellence  in  theological  education,  and  this  buikiing 
will  house  and  train  a  new  generation  of  scholars  and  ministers 
who  will  lead  the  church  in  the  21st  century  in  defending  the  faith 
once  for  all  cielivereci  to  the  saints." 

According  to  the  trustees'  wishes.  Southeastern  will  hire  archi- 
tectural firm  Design  Development  to  design  a  20,000  square  toot, 
$3  million  building  to  house  faculty  offices,  doctoral  seminar 
rooms,  and  a  few  small  classrooms. 


The  building  is  the  first  priority  on  Southeastern's  plan  to 
expand  its  campus  in  light  of  a  burgeoning  student  body  and  faculty. 

When  the  Pattersons  left  Southeastern  two  years  ago,  trustees 
decided  to  honor  their  legacy  by  naming  a  proposed  campus  cen- 
ter after  them.  At  the  time,  the  campus  center  topped  the  list  of 
the  school's  building  needs. 

Since  then,  though,  the  pressure  of  student  and  faculty  growth 
has  caused  administrators  to  rethink  their  plans,  and  they  decided 
an  academic  building  was  Southeastern's  most  pressing  need. 

What's  more,  this  tribute  to  the  Pattersons  is  a  fitting  one 
because  they  left  such  a  strong  mark  on  Southeastern's  academic 
standing.  During  Patterson's  decade-long  tenure  at  the  school,  the 
number  of  faculty  members  tripled,  and  Southeastern  went  from 
being  a  school  on  academic  probation  to  one  of  the  world's  fore- 
most centers  of  evangelical  scholarship. 

"Southeastern  is  delighted  to  honor  Paige  and  Dorothy 
Patterson  for  the  incredible  leadership  they  brought  to 
Southeastern  for  more  than  a  decade.  This  school  bears  their 
stamp  and  this  building  will  carry  on  their  legacy,"  Akin  said. 

Hutchinson  pointed  out  that  a  new  campus  center,  which  will 
also  be  developed  on  the  new  "western  quad"  of  campus,  is  still  in 
the  school's  plan  and  is  now  slated  to  be  built  after  Patterson  Hall 
is  completed. 

In  other  action,  trustees  votecl  to  kick  off  the  second  phase 


Photo  by  Courtney  Navey/SEBTS 

Trustees  (R  to  L)  David  Wagoner, Tim  Lewis, Terry  Collier  and  David  Jeremiah  listen  and  take  notes  during  their  Fall  2005  meeting. 
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of  Southeastern's  fundraising  campaign,  Scholarship  on  Fire! 
Phase  I  was  extremely  successful,  and  $17  million  was  raised  to 
go  toward  building  projects  -  including  the  Patterson  Building 
'  student  scholarships,  mission  trips,  and  other  needs. 

Anthony  Allen,  vice  president  tor  institutional  advance- 
ment, said  he  knows  that  the  second  phase  of  Scholarship  on 
Fire!  will  be  just  as  successful,  it  not  more  so,  than  Phase  I. 

"Surpassing  our  Phase  I  goal  was  a  monumental  accom- 
plishment tor  Southeastern,"  Allen  said.  "As  we  prepare  for 
Phase  II  of  our  campaign,  we  want  to  build  upon  the  enthusi- 
asm and  support  that  was  shown  by  our  many  friends  and  sup- 
porters in  our  initial  phase.  The  vision  that  God  has  put 
before  us  will  require  signiticant  capital.  Scholarship  on  Fire!  is 
designed  to  help  meet  the  pressing  needs  ot  our  growing  sem- 
inary and  college." 

Trustees  also  approved  the  Institutional  Plan  for  2005- 
2009.  Organized  by  Waylan  Owens,  Southeastern's  vice  presi- 
dent for  planning  and  communication,  the  plan  looks  at 
things  like  completing  the  current  Campus  Master  Plan, 
increasing  enrollment  to  3,500  by  2010,  expanding  the  semi- 
nary's endowment  and  increasing  awareness  of  the  seminary 
throughout  the  world. 

The  previous  plan  went  from  2001-2004. 

"We  plan  with  eyes  of  faith,"  Owens  said,  "knowing  that 
the  Lord's  plans  are  what  He  will  bless.  Planning  is  an  integral 
part  of  Southeastern's  life  because  our  Lord  planned  for  our 
creation,  our  salvation,  and  our  glorification." 

Trustees  elected  Brent  Aucoin  as  associate  professor  of  his- 
tory for  Southeastern  College  at  Wake  Forest,  Chip  McDaniel 
as  professor  of  Old  Testament  and  Hebrew  in  the  seminary 
and  Alan  O'Dell  as  professor  of  education  for  Southeastern 
College  at  Wake  Forest  and  director  of  secondary  education. 

Annual  Fund  sets  record  for 
giving  in  2005 

The  Annual  Fund,  one  of  Southeastern's  primary  tools  used 
to  meet  ongoing  budgetary  needs,  doubled  its  intake  last  year  to 
just  over  $500,000. 

Though  the  fund  has  not  received  much  attention  in  the  past. 
President  Daniel  Akin  placed  a  renewed  emphasis  on  Annual 
Fund  giving  when  he  took  over  two  years  ago. 

"We  are  in  a  catch-22  here  at  Southeastern,"  said  Anthony 
Allen,  vice  president  of  institutional  advancement.  "Our  student 
numbers  are  expanding,  which  calls  for  an  expansion  in  our  facul- 
ty, in  our  facilities,  and  in  the  services  we  otter  students.  However, 
until  we  are  able  to  make  those  adjustments,  we  are  limited  as  to 
how  much  we  can  grow.  We  must  be  able  to  grow  with  the  student 
population  in  order  to  continue  to  meet  students'  needs  properly. 
The  Annual  Fund  is  a  vital  part  of  our  being  able  to  do  just  that." 

Gifts  given  to  the  Annual  Fund  are  unrestricted  gifts,  meaning 
Southeastern  can  use  them  where  the  needs  and  oppcirtunities  are 
greatest.  This  means  flexibility  to  use  these  funds  wherever  the 


demand  is  at  any  given  time. 

Unforeseen  expenses  or  expenses  above  the  budget  might  also 
be  paid  tor  by  the  Annual  Fund,  and  this  scenario  is  becoming 
more  and  more  prevalent  as  the  student  population  grows. 

Adding  new  faculty  is  essential  to  the  institution's  desire  to 
continue  offering  its  students  top  quality'  educations.  Upkeep  of 
current  facilities  and  the  grounds  of  the  campus  are  also  a  con- 
stant demand.  Student  services  is  another  area  where  the  Annual 
Fund  can  be  used,  especially  for  the  expanding  college  population. 

Another  benefit  of  the  Annual  Fund  is  that  anyone  can  get 
involved.  Much  Annual  Fund  giving  consists  of  small  gifts  pledged 
over  the  year-long  period  by  alumni,  and  those  small  gifts  add  up 
to  a  big  investment  in  the  future  of  Southeastern. 

"Alumni  support  is  crucial  to  the  future  ot  Southeastern,  and 
therefore  to  the  Annual  Fund  as  well,"  Allen  said.  "As  we  work  on 
strengthening  the  relationship  between  the  institution  and  its 
alumni,  we  hope  to  see  an  increase  in  alumni  involvement  across 
the  board.  Wlio  else  but  alumni  know  best  the  role  Southeastern 
has  played  and  will  continue  to  play  in  the  preparation  of 
Southern  Baptist  ministers  3nd  missionaries?" 

The  Institutional  Advancement  office  has  set  its  Annual  Fund 
goal  for  the  2005-2006  fiscal  year  at  $750,000.  If  you  are  interest- 
ed in  contributing  to  the  Annual  Fund,  contact  the  Institutional 
Advancement  office  at  P.  O.  Box  1889,  Wake  Forest,  NC  27588, 
call  919-761-2202,  or  visit  www.sebts.edu/alumni_friends. 

Neals  honored  for  service  to 
Southeastern 

On  October  10,  the  Trustees  and  Board  of  "Visitors  hon- 
ored Bart  Neal  and  his  wife,  Edith,  upon  his  retirement  from 
12  years  as  vice  president  for  institutional  advancement. 

Bart  Neal  was  presented  with  a  resolution  recognizing  his 
accomplishments  at  Southeastetn.  Speakers  included  Akin, 
Allen,  Dorothy  and  Paige  Patterson  ~  who  are  lifelong  friends 
of  the  Neal's  -  and  Chuck  Simmons,  the  Neals'  son-in-law. 

Bart  Neal  will  work  for  Institutional  Advancement  from 
his  new  home  near  Orlando,  Fla.  He  will  fcicus  on  visiting 
prospective  clonors  and  speak  about  Southeastern's  planned 
giving  program. 

Prince  Building  houses  ministry, 
support  offices 

The  John  anci  Kay  Prince  Facilities  Management  Building 
was  dedicated  October  11.  The  17,000-square  foot,  $1  million 
building  has  been  named  in  honor  of  seminary  supporters 
John  and  Kay  Prince  of  Raleigh. 

It  will  house  the  facilities  management  and  housing 
offices,  as  well  as  shop  space  for  facilities  management.  The 
building  doubles  the  amount  of  space  provided  for  the 
Sunshine  Seniors  Food  Ministry,  which  offers  free  food  to 
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qualifying  students  and  their  families. 

"This  school  could  not  do  what  it  does,  or  be  what  it  is, 
without  the  lo\-e  and  support  of  people  like  John  and  Kay 
Prince,"  Southeastern  President  Daniel  Akin  said  at  the  dedi- 
cation ser\-ice.  "They  make  it  possible  for  our  students  to  go  to 
the  hard  places  and  do  the  hard  work.  This  building  dedica- 
Uon  is  the  very  least  that  we  can  do  kir  them." 

The  Princes  were  unable  to  attend  the  dedication  because 
Kay  Prnice  is  imdergoing  cancer  treatments  in  H(.iuston. 
Members    of  their 
family   -   son  Jack 
and  his  wife,  Jami, 
daughter  Mary 
Mack    and  John's 
second  nmther, 
Myra  Prince 
attended    in  their 
stead. 

Previously,  the 
housing  and  facili- 
ties management 
offices    had  been 
located  a  couple  ot 
blocks     from  the 
school  in  downtown 
Wake   Forest.  The 
Sunshine  Seniors 
had   been  operat- 
ing out  ot  a  duplex 
near  the  campus. 

The  Princes 
have  been  support- 
ers of  Southeastern  Seminary  since  1997  and  received  the 
Distinguished  Service  Award  presented  by  Akin  in  an  April  12 
chapel  service,  as  well  as  honorary  alumni  designations.  John 
Prince  currently  serves  on  Southeastern's  Board  ot  Visitors, 
and  the  couple  has  partnered  with  the  seminary  over  the  years 
thriHigh  their  prayers,  sacrificial  support,  and  personal 
invoK'ement. 

John  Prince  has  been  involved  with  Southeastern  through 
Steel  Dynamics,  including  overseeing  renovations  to  Stephens- 
Mackie  Hall  and  the  building  ot  the  Jacumin-Simpson 
Missions  Building. 

Many  who  know  the  Princes  note  their  wholehearted  com- 
mitment both  to  Jesus  Christ  and  to  being  loyal  supporters  of 
Southeastern. 

"They  are  a  precious  couple  who  mean  so  much  to  what 
this  institution  stands  tor,"  Akin  said.  "Our  prayers  go  out  to 
Kay  as  she  continues  her  treatments  in  Houston,  and  a  big 
thank  you  goes  out  to  both  John  and  Kay  for  their  support  in 
what  God  is  doing  here  at  Southeastern." 


Pkulu  In  Loi(i(iiL\  \luv^  SEIiTS 

Members  of  the  Prince  family  join  President  Daniel  Akin  in  dedicating  the  John  and  Kay 
Prince  Facilities  Management  Building. 


Seminary  news  source 
now  at  online  home 

The  Olive  Press,  Southeastern's  longtime  newsjournal,  has 
been  re-lauched  as  a  Web  magazine  -  01ivePressOnline.com  - 
that  will  give  students,  faculty,  staff  and  alumni  the  latest 
information  on  Southeastern  news  and  events. 

"This  page  is  like  a  one-stop  shop,"  said  Jerry  Higgins, 

Southeastern's  pub- 
lic relations  direc- 
tor. "People  can  get 
not  just  news  but 
have  access  to  our 
wonderful  chapel 
messages, 
a  n  n  (.1  u  n  c  e  m  e  n  t  s 
and  links  to  other 
Southern  Baptist 
entities.  I'm  very 
happy  with  the 
changes  and  think 
the  public  will  be  as 
well." 

The  site  will  be 
set  up  much  like  a 
newspaper  front 
page,  with  a  main 
story/photo  and  sec- 
ondary stories. 

Also,    there  is 
now    an    area  on 

01ivePressOnline.com  called  Opinion  &  Re\'iews,  where  one 
can  read  reviews  ot  books  written  by  Southeastern  professors 
as  well  as  opinion  pieces  written  by  Southeastern  faculty  on 
issues  of  the  day.  The  Announcements  section  will  list  what  is 
happening  on  or  around  campus,  from  meetings  to  new  hires 
to  events  which  affect  Southeastern. 

"Websites  have  the  ability  to  persuade  a  student  to  come  to 
your  institution  as  well  as  dri\'e  them  away,"  Higgins  said. 
"Websites  can  also  cultivate  prospective  donors  to  contribute 
to  our  mission,  which  is  to  spread  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
arotmd  the  world.  I  feel  that  the  Olive  Press  Online  is  the 
starting  point  to  get  the  story  of  what  Southeastern  Seminary 
is  about  out  to  the  public  and  to  show  people  why  they  can  get 
the  best  theological  education  here." 


For  up-to-date  Southeastern  news,  visit 

OlivePressOnline.  com 
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Position  Announcements 

Rev.  Charles  Martin  Jaciimin,  senior  pastor,  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Cary,  Cary,  N.C. 

John  T.  Roherson,  vice  president  tor  marketing  and  planning, 
Campbell  University. 

Rev.  Greg  Hyler,  pastor.  Mount  Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Dillon,  S.C. 

Michael  Hardy,  pastor,  Greensboro  First  Baptist  Church, 
Greensboro,  N.C. 

Charles  Stickland,  executive  assistant  to  the  president, 
Brewton  Parker  College,  Georgia. 

Rev.  Todd  York,  pastor,  Ranlo  Baptist  Church,  Gastonia,  N.C. 

Dianne  Daniels,  multicultural  ministry  consultant.  Women's 
Missionary  Union,  N.C. 

Rev.  Gec^rge  R.  Crute,  senior  pastor.  New  Hope  Missionary 
Baptist  Church,  Wilson,  N.C. 

Marriages 

Jason  Gerald  Lineberger  married  Jessica  Renee  Lee,  7/2/05. 
Robert  Charles  Rose  married  Kathryn  HowarcJ  Bass,  1/22/05. 
Perry  Charles  Satnm  married  Anita  Gooder  Crews,  8/20/05. 

Deaths 

Otis  T.  Hooks,  died  July  23,  2005. 

Professor  publishes  second 
edition  of  crucial  book  on 
gender  roles 

Southeastern  professor  Andreas  Kostenberger  has  releasee!  the 
second  edition  of  a  landmark  work  in  the  debate  over  the  roles  of 
men  and  women  in  the  church,  a  work  that  he  co-editeci  with 
another  Southern  Baptist  scholar. 

The  second  edition  of  Women  in  the  Church:  An  Analysis  and 
Application  of  1  Timothy  2:9-15  is  in  bookstores  now.  It  is  published 
by  Baker  Book  HoLise  and  edited  by  Kostenberger,  a  New 
Testament  prc:)tessor  and  ciirector  of  the  Graduate  Stuciies  pre> 
gram,  and  Thomas  Schreiner,  professor  of  New  Testament  inter- 
pretation at  Southern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  m  Louis\-ille, 
Ky.  In  it,  various  evangelical  schc^lars  explain  how  a  natural  read- 
ing ot  1  Timcithy  2:9-15  does  not  permit  women  to  teach  or  have 
authority  over  men  in  the  church,  which  means  that  roles  ot  ulti- 
mate responsibility  such  as  pastor  or  elder  are  limited  to  men. 

The  first  edition  of  the  book,  released  10  years  ago,  has 
become  a  standard  text  for  "complementarians,"  a  label  often 
applied  to  those  who  affirm  the  servant  headship  oi  men  in  the 
home  and  in  the  church.  Those  who  reject  such  a  view  are  often 
known  as  "egalitarians." 

Kostenberger  noted  that  the  views  expressed  in  the  book  ha\'e 
been  attacked  by  egalitarian  scholars  in  the  past  decade,  and  it  was 
time  for  a  response. 

"We  felt  it  was  important  to  respond  point  by  pcTint,  chapter 
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by  chapter  to  these  arguments  and  to  update  the  book  by  interact- 
ing with  all  the  scholarly  work  on  the  issue  since  1995,"  he  said. 

Also,  the  editors  added  a  chapter  on  the  practical  applicatK)n 
ot  the  passage.  That  chapter  was  written  by  Dorothy  Kelley 
Patterson,  professor  of  theology  in  women's  studies  at 
Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 

Kostenberger  said  the  book's  sec- 
ond edition  will  be  vitally  important 
in  the  iingoing  debate  over  the  roles 
ot  men  and  women  in  the  church. 

"The  book  can  put  the  debate  itn 
a  firm  biblical  fc)Oting  by  clarifying 
what  the  passage,  as  originally  intend- 
ed, means,"  Kostenberger  said.  "If  we 
don't  kniiw  what  a  passage  means,  we 
won't  be  able  to  apply  it  very  well.  It 
we  do  know  what  it  means,  on  the 
other  hand,  tht)se  who  resist  the 
application  make  clear  that  their 
problem  is  with  Scripture  iteelf." 

Kostenberger   also    noted  that 
both  editors  of  the  book,  as  well  as  Patterson,  who  contributed  the 
new  chapter,  teach  at  Southern  Baptist  institutions. 

"Southern  Baptists  are  increasingly  making  major  contribu- 
tions to  scholarship  and  the  practical  application  ot  scriptural 
teaching  in  the  church,"  he  said. 

Women's  conference 
scheduled  for  spring 

Southeastern's  first  Women's  Conference  will  be  held  on 
February  17,  2006  and  focus  on  women  and  evangelism.  Ladies 
u'ho  attend  will  receive  training  in  the  North  American  Mission 
Board's  Women's  Evangelism  program,  HeartCall. 

Training  will  be  led  by  Jaye  Martin,  Women's  E\'angelism 
Strategist  for  NAMB.  Registraticin  begins  at  8  a.m.  and  the  confer- 
ence will  end  at  3:30  p.m.  Ftir  more  information,  contact  the 
Women's  Programs  Lattice  at  womensprograms@sebts.edu  or  (919) 
7bI-2  340. 

The  Si>utheastern  Women's  Network  meeting  will  be  held  the 
Friday  night  before  the  conference.  Women's  ministry  Llirectors 
are  invited  to  attenc!  the  meeting  on  February  17  from  7-9  p.m. 
This  time  will  provide  the  North  Carolina  women's  ministry  lead- 
ers a  chance  to  meet  with  other  leaders,  share  ideas,  encourage  one 
another,  and  hear  ot  the  Women's  Ministry  resources  at 
Southeastern  Seminary.  Ladies  are  encouraged  to  attend  the  con- 
ference the  !iext  day. 


To  update  your  contact  info,  visit 
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